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Te Century of the Common Man” is the title 
that we of the twentieth century, in our complacency, 
frequently bestow upon our own remarkable age. We 
have the feeling that in our day, or that of our fathers 
at the earliest, the “common man” for the first time 
gained recognition and standing. This we attribute to 
many factors: the Industrial Revolution, the growth of 
science, the studies of the sociologist and psychologist, 
or even the two world wars. We seldom stop to think 
that our idea of the importance and the value of the 
“common man” has much deeper roots, roots reaching 
back to the Protestant Reformers of the sixteenth 
century, and from them directly to the New Testament. 


SOULS OF LITTLE WORTH 


In the Middle Ages society had been divided, under the 
guidance of the Church, into three main classes: those 
who worked, the peasants; those who fought, the nobil- 
ity; and those who prayed, the clergy. Those who 
traded, the merchants, were also recognized but were 
often regarded as parasites with somewhat uncertain 
futures beyond the grave. Of all the classes, the clergy 
were regarded as being on the highest level, for they 
dealt with the realm of grace, dispensing through the 
sacraments salvation to the laity, whose chief duty was 
to receive and to obey. Although the aristocracy was 
regarded as next in importance, the rest of the laity 
were counted as of relatively little significance. 

The “common man” held a position in the scale of 
human existence lower than the clergy or aristocracy. 
Although his soul was of eternal value, on this earth 
he counted for little as an individual. His importance 
consisted almost entirely of being part of a group of 
“common men.” If he were a farmer, he was probably 
a serf or a freeman on a manor; if he lived in a town, 
he would be a member of a craft or a merchant guild. 
When he attended church he listened to a Latin service 
he did not understand, and he took no part in the 
political life of his own time. His whole significance 
was in the fact that as “mass man” he provided for 
the economic and social needs of the upper classes. If he 


fulfilled his responsibilities faithfully in this life, then 


THE REFORMATION 


and the Common Man 


W. STANFORD REID 






heaven, after a period of purgatory, would be his ulti- 
mate end. In medieval thinking, “the common man” 
counted for little. 


RENAISSANCE GAVE NO RELIEF 


Even the coming of the Renaissance did not alter the 
status of the common man. The principal social change 
was the loss of supremacy by the clergy, whose position 
now fell to the lot of the feudal nobles, the wealthy 
middle class, and the aristocracy of learning. Castig- 
lione’s Courtier and Machiavelli's Prince make it only 
too clear, however, that the “common man” received 
little consideration. Rather it was the man of virtu, the 
“virtuoso,” who dominated the scene. The “common 
man” was simply the reservoir of labor from which the 
member of the “elite” drew his sustenance in order to 
manifest his virtu in art, literature, government, or 
trade. Wherever the pattern of the Renaissance imposed 
itself, in Italy, France, or Spain, this social philosophy 
was manifest. 


CHANGE BY THE REFORMATION 


The social landscape of the Protestant countries in 
northern Europe presents a somewhat different scene. 
It is true that for some thousand years the Roman 
Church, as in the south, had dominated the life of 
man, feudalism had shaped society, and trade—except 
in the Netherlands—had not expanded to anything like 
the same degree it had in Italy. Yet out of these 
Protestant lands come forth a new concept of the 
“common man,” the concept that lies at the base of 
modern democratic ideals. The reason for this 
would seem to lie in the sixteenth-century Protestant 
Reformation. 

That there is very good reason why this should be 
the case becomes clear when one makes even a cursory 
study of the Reformers’ teachings. For one thing, by 
re-emphasizing the Scriptural doctrine of sin, they 
insisted that ultimately all men were on the same 
level in the sight of God. Luther’s Bondage of the Will 
laid down the basic principle that all men are sinners, 


worthy of God’s wrath and judgment. Calvin worked 
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out even more consistently the logical and biblical 
consequences of this doctrine, by pointing out that no 
man can do anything for his own salvation. Sin made 
all men equal before God—equal in guilt. 

Yet the Reformers were not pessimists, for they also 
held strongly to the New Testament doctrine of grace 
in all its fullness. Here again Calvin proved the more 
thorough and consistent thinker, although the others 
were in complete accord with him. Since salvation 
is beyond man’s earning power, he taught that it must 
be the free gift of God bestowed upon those to whom 
He chose to give it. God’s grace is always imparted 
freely and sovereignly. Moreover, He has graciously 
made His Grace effective by Himself bearing man’s 
sins in Jesus Christ. Thus, since salvation is indeed “of 
the Lord” and of the Lord alone, again all men are 
equal. 

How does man receive grace? The Reformers’ 
answer was not a sacramental system, by which one 
was saved through performing certain sacramental 
acts. Man comes to a knowledge of his sinfulness and 
God’s graciousness, according to the Reformers, by 
hearing and believing the Word of Scripture. Thus one 
attains salvation by faith alone, and this faith is the 
gift of God worked in the sinner’s heart by the Holy 
Spirit. 

Thus, all men, whether within or without the 
Church, were basically and fundamentally equal, for 
even the redeemed and justified sinner had no claims 
that he could advance on his own behalf. His whole 
salvation was the gift of God. Therefore, the medieval 
and Renaissance concepts of the orders in society 
were as ephemeral as the morning dew. They meant 
little or nothing in ultimate terms, since all men 
weighed the same in God’s scales of justice and grace. 


DIVINE ORDERS OF SOCIETY 


But what about the differences in society? Did not the 
Reformers talk much about submission to magistrates 
and pastors? Did not Luther attack the revolting 
peasants for their attempts to overthrow their rulers? 
The answer to all these questions is, of course, yes; 
for the Reformers did indeed believe that there were 
orders of society established by God for the benefit of 
society. There had to be those who ruled and those 
who obeyed. Yet these differences exist entirely ac- 
cording to the calling of God, Who chooses men for 
different positions in life. Basically, however, this only 
proved more conclusively that there was no funda- 
mental difference in the worth of men, since differ- 
ences in position were all determined according to the 
plan and purpose of God's sovereign will. 

Such a position was as different from the medieval 
and Renaissance points of view as is summer from 
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winter. The Reformers ruled out any idea of there 
being an abstract or mass “humanity” whose sole 
interest was in the next world, with only a few indi- 
viduals enjoying themselves upon this earth. More- 
over, although scholars and teachers themselves, they 
also rejected the Renaissance attitude that it is one’s 
intellectual, rational capacity which determines one’s 
worth. Instead, insisting that each individual is a 
unique personality, they held that all men stand as 
sinners under judgment or under grace before the 
sovereign God. Moreover, everyone in this life is called 
to some activity, no matter how humble, whereby he 


may glorify God. 


INDIVIDUAL ROLE IN WORSHIP 


This was no matter of mere theory. One of the first 
steps that the Protestant leaders took as a result of 
their theological views was to change the form of 
public worship. The Roman mass had been in Latin 
with the congregations understanding little of what 
was taking place, and preaching had largely disap- 
peared. Luther, therefore, very early in the Reforma- 
tion prepared a German vernacular service, in which 
he included German hymns along with preaching. 
Zwingli, Calvin, Cranmer, and others followed the 
same plan, in order that all men might intelligently 
praise and serve the Lord their God. The “common 
man” began to take part in the services of worship. 

Even this innovation was not enough to satisfy the 
Reformers. The church service was of little value 
unless each individual had enough knowledge to grasp 
the meaning of the sermon and to understand what 
he was singing. For this reason the Reformers insisted 
that the Bible must be open to every man in his own 
language. They believed that although such freedom 
contained dangers the Holy Spirit would keep even 
the “common man” from going too far astray. More- 
over, in order to give the common man guidance in 
the understanding of God’s Word, increased individ- 
ual instruction of the rank and file of the congregation 
became an important part of the pastor's work. Cate- 
chisms appeared in rapid succession in Wittenberg, 
Zurich, Geneva, Edinburgh, and other centers of the 
Reformation. Even the Roman Catholic forces gath- 
ered at Trent soon found it necessary to prepare a 
catechism also for their own protection. The “common 
man” was to receive every opportunity to gain an 
understanding of his faith, so that he might be a 
strong, active Christian. 


A PLACE IN CHURCH LEADERSHIP 


The Reformers’ interest in the “common man” was 
not limited to worship and understanding. Reformers 
such as Calvin and Knox (Continued on page 17) 
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Can We Get “Peace Of Mind? 


W. E. SANGSTER 


very normal person wants peace of mind. If any 

kK were to say that they did not want peace of mind, 

we should either not believe them or conclude 

that they were mad. People covet thrill and excitement, 

but never unrest and disquietude; it is normal in our 
nature to want poise and peace of mind. 

The number of books published on this subject 
points the same way, for publishers do not publish 
books unless they believe that people will buy them. 
Many of these books are best sellers, outstripping 
fiction in popular favor and all pointing to the great 
hunger today for the secret of inward peace. 

Nevertheless, he would be a bold man who said 
that people are finding the secret of inward peace. 
Some are, no doubt. But not the mass of people! 
Stand at a busy street corner at any time, and study 
the faces of the people as they pass! The face that is 
serene with peace, or aglow with happiness, or quiet 
with content is the unusual face—the very unusual 
face. How is it that people should want inward con- 
tentment so much, seek it so earnestly . . . and find 
it so seldom? 

This, I think, is the answer. 


PEOPLE GO ABOUT IT THE WRONG WAY 


The method which many people follow in the pursuit 
of peace leaves them too engrossed with themselves. 
‘I want peace! Give me the secret of contentment. 
Tell me how I can be happy . . . .” Observe the stress 
on the “I, I, I” and the “Me, Me, Me.” 
and self is engrossing. 

Now, if you raked over the whole universe, you 
could not find a surer way of missing peace than this 
engrossment with yourself. Engrossment with oneself 
is the most debilitating thing imaginable, and it doesn’t 
cease to be debilitating because it is a good thing that 
one is seeking. The end doesn’t take the danger from 
the process. Self-obsession is bad, though you aim to 
be a saint, a genius, or a hero. However high the end, 
if self is first and self is demanding, the enterprise is 
poisoned from the start. 

Who has had anything to do with neurasthenics 
but has been impressed with their utter engrossment 
with themselves? It is, indeed, the badge of their tribe. 


Self is central 





Their thought, their conversation, their letters are all 
of themselves. No thought in them goes out to stay out. 
If it heads out, it comes back immediately. It feeds on 
themselves. Their thought life is a kind of mental 
cannibalism. It returns to eat on itself. 

One day a charwoman was talking about her neigh 
bor who was a neurasthenic. This simple woman, who 
scrubbed floors for a living, said to me, “She'll never 
be better till she gets away from herself.” No psychia- 
trist or spiritual director could have put it more plainly 
or more accurately. The most they could have done 
would have been to explain how one might get away 
from oneself, and only one close to God could do 
that. 

When people are completely self-centered they are 
mad. 


When Peter Gynt went to the lunatic asylum he 
found it hard to believe that the people who were 
there were mad. They talked so sensibly and dis- 
cussed their plans with such precision and concern, 
that he felt sure they must be sane. He spoke to the 
doctor about it. 

“They're mad,” said the doctor. “They talk sen- 
sibly, I admit, but it’s all about themselves. They 
are, in fact, most intelligently obsessed with self. It’s 
all self—mcrning, noon, and night. We can’t get 
away from self here. We lug it along with us, even 
through our dreams. Oh, yes, young sir, we talk 
sensibly: but we're mad right enough.” 


People who set out for peace of mind, and go for it 
directly, because “It is what I want,” are going about 
it the wrong way. Indeed, the way is so wrong that it 
can never lead there. It is running the opposite way. 
It is the basic fallacy beneath much writing on the 
subject. Anybody who suggested that inward peace 
was a thing that a man could “up and make himself,” 
would be as plainly self-exposed as the author of the 
article, “Humility—and how I attained it.” Peace of 
mind is not an achievement; it is a gift. Peace can 
never be a direct aim; it is a by-product. No one can 
make it. That is why St. Paul said, “Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts.” Let—not make. You can’t 
make it. Those who aim at peace of mind directly are 
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doomed to disappointment. They are going about it 


the wrong way. 


Here is the second reason why so many fail in the 
quest for peace: 


PEOPLE LOOK FOR THE WRONG THING 


When one talks with the average man about the 
inward peace he is seeking, it suddenly becomes clear 
that he is looking for something that cannot be found 
in this world at all. There is a great hunger in men 
and women for a kind of total security: a fortress 
within which they can live and be utterly untouched 
by the chances and changes of this mortal life; a place 
inviolate from all disaster, and subject to variation only 
as it is subject to growth and greater happiness. Peace, 
they believe, would belong to them if they lived within 
that fortress, for then nothing could touch them and 
there would be nothing to fear. 

Looked at in stark honesty, the whole thing is a 
beautiful dream. It is so completely impossible in this 
life that one is left wondering how rational beings 
can be forever seeking what can never be found. 

The very conditions on which we have life on this 
planet make the idea of such total security a plain 
illusion. The deep craving of middle-aged people in 
comfortable circumstances that everything should “stay 
put” can never be realized here. This is a world of 
development and decay, a world subject to disease and 
accident, a world in which one generation presses on 
the heels of another, and nothing “continueth in one 
stay.” For the comfortable to ask that things should 
just “stay put” is to ask the impossible, and no more 
sensible than a child crying for the moon. 

No orator speaks to a crowd; he speaks to a pro- 
cession. Authors long for people to sit and read their 
books, but every reader is travelling. We do not under- 
stand what time is, but we know it does not stand still. 
If peace is possible only in fixity, it isn’t possible at all. 

It isn’t possible, either, if we are to be immune from 
wear and accident. All life is tainted near the fount. 
Nothing that lives—trees, plants, birds, beasts, fish, 
man—but is subject to disease. Sensible people seek 
to avoid sickness but only fanatics deny the possibility. 
If people think it morbid to remember that disease is 
possible and seek peace by denying it, it is a spurious 
peace they are seeking, and can turn to torment any 
day. Peace of this character would be possible only in 
a world where accident was impossible; where all 
disease was done away; where bubbling life was sud- 
denly frozen still; where no child grew up and no old 
man felt the hurt of waning powers. But life is offer- 
ing us something better than that. 

If people are seeking this false kind of peace (as 
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much honest introspection goes to show), they are 
irrational, and it should no longer surprise us that they 
do not find what they seek. They are, indeed, looking 
for the wrong thing. Peace that can be destroyed any 
morning by a letter, or by the headlines in a news- 
paper, or by a motorist’s mistake, or by a doctor's 
diagnosis, is too brittle for this rough world. Peace that 
can begin only when all our problems are solved will 
not begin on this earth. We have to learn to live with 
problems in ourselves, in society, and in the wider 
world. If we cannot have peace in a world of change, 
unsolved problems, and possible disaster, we cannot 
have it at all. 

And that may be the conclusion which some people 
will sorrowfully draw: that peace of mind is not pos- 
sible on this earth, and the very longing for it is an illu- 
sion. 

Yet every honest evangelical preacher knows that 
to be a lie. The saints and seers of all the ages have 
plainly taught that peace of mind is possible, and they 
have enjoyed it themselves. What was the peace they 
sought and found? If peace as some state of immunity 
from all the hazards of life is plain fantasy, what peace 
is possible, and possible now? 

Without exception, the men and women who have 
claimed and illustrated this peace have believed in God. 
They have found a Friend behind phenomena. They 
came in penitence to the Cross and Jesus led them to 
the Father. They found forgiveness; that God had a 
will both for the world and the men and women in 
it. They realized that His will was the wisest and most 
loving conceivable and that any deviation from His 
will was deviation from the best. They learned also 
that He was able and willing to communicate His will 
to those ready to receive it. 

This, then, is what the evangelical preachers through 
the ages have taught: that if men and women will 
come to their crucified Lord they can have the peace 
of God—a peace the world can neither make nor mar. 
They have taught that peace (as we suspected on other 
grounds) is a by-product and never a direct aim. 
Echoing those who spoke before him and anticipating 
many who came after, Dante said, “In His will is our 
peace.” With astonishing unanimity, men and women 
of piercing spiritual insight have said this: “Let a man 
commit himself to Christ. Let him aim by grace to do 
the will of God. Let him ask in any situation, “What. 
would my Lord have me do here?’ Let him claim the 
help of God—and do it . . . and he will find this; that: 
(resting in the atoning death of Christ and utterly 
absorbed in doing God’s will at whatever cost) he is 
at peace; deep, filling satisfying peace, lifted above 
the world’: fret and fever and kept clean from the 
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world’s slow stain. He will know pain (no doubt) and 
sorrow, and sometimes setback (because in this world 
they cannot be avoided) but never inward turmoil, and 
never deep unease.” 

Peace, then, as these masters of the spiritual life 
teach, is not so much a thing in itself as a quietness of 
the spirit, begotten of the knowledge that Christ is 
Saviour and resident within. They would deny that 
there is any such thing as peace in the abstract. Peace, 
they say, is a gift. It cannot be achieved. God gives it 
to those who give themselves to Him. It comes upon a 
man almost unaware. He wasn’t looking for it or 
bargaining about it. While he was devoted to his Lord 
and absorbed in his day-to-day task of doing the right 
thing, peace overtook him and nestled in his heart. 
Nor, while he remains loyal to his central dedication, 
can anything dislodge this peace. Men have gone to 
the thumbscrew, the stake, and the gas chamber with 
their peace undisturbed—just as their Great Precursor 
went to His Crucifixion speaking only of His Peace: 
“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you: 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

People are missing peace first, therefore, because 
they are going about it the wrong way; and secondly, 
because they are looking for the wrong thing. 

In the third place: 


PEOPLE SEEK IT IN THE WRONG PLACE 


Because people have a mistaken notion of what peace 
is, it is not surprising that they look for it in the wrong 
place. Deluded by this impossible idea of total security, 
they seek to build a fortress of fact and circumstances 
which no ill fortune can breach. They toil for enough 
money to withstand even an economic blizzard—but 
nobody seems to know what is enough! They study 
their health, and—quite sensibly—have regular medical 
check-ups, but acute anxiety about it reveals in many 
of them a terrible fear of death. They leave the city and 
settle in the country, because the country is more 
conducive to peace. And yet, with every calculated 
circumstance just shaped to produce peace, the elusive 
thing passes them by, and without a material want left 
unsatisfied, they sit in the garden reading a book on 
“How To Be Happy.” 

How strange that, with multiplying evidence that 
they are on the wrong path, people do not look for 
peace in some other way! How revealing it is that the 
higher the economic status of the country, the more 
furiously people study books on how to find happiness 
and peace! And this does not prove that a high eco- 
nomic standard of living is a bad thing but only that it 
doesn’t guarantee the thing people are seeking. 

No mould of circumstances can secure inward peace. 





Circumstances can help or hinder, but they play a 
minor role either way. Edward Fitzgerald, the trans- 
lator of the Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam, sought peace 
in circumstances. He parted from the wife whose 
presence he found disturbing. He left the city and 
settled in a small country town. He re-moulded his 
circumstances nearer to the heart’s desire—and kept 
doves (because doves are the birds of peace), but peace 
passed him by! Peace is not found in circumstances; 
peace is found only in the heart. F 

Why do people think there is more peace in the 
country than in the town? Surely there must be some 
reason for that widespread idea. 
There is. 
Picture the rural scene of your dreams; the quiet 


valley, sheltered between (Continued on page 17) 
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JOT AND TITTLE IN PRAYER 


RETURNING FROM a strenuous series of field appointments, 
I squared away at my desk to reduce a huge pile of mail. 
My secretary must have felt exhausted with the day-long 
grind of constant dictation, for I know that when I arrived 
two hours late at the dinner table at my home, my head 
was still whirling on the track of office dictation. 

As the head of the house, however, I solemnly bowed 
my head to offer the blessing over the evening meal. 
Soon after I began my prayer I heard a suppressed snicker 
from my daughter. A little farther along, I thought | 
heard the suggestion of a repressed laugh. I hastily 
brought my blessing to an end just as the family burst 
into an uncontrolled laughter. 

“What is going on here,” I asked indignantly, “that 
you can’t listen in reverence and proper dignity to a bless 
ing at the table?” 

“Well,” my good wife retorted, “don’t you think the 
Lord knows how to punctuate a prayer and where to put 
the paragraphs?” 

“What do you mean?” I demanded. 

“Well,” she said, “Do you realize that in your prayer, 
after the first two sentences, you said ‘Quote, new para- 
graph, unquote.’ Then you said, ‘Period.’ But when 
you said, “With heartiest good wishes,’ we just couldn't 
control ourselves any longer.”—Benjamin P. Browne, 
executive director, Board of Education and Publication, 
American Baptist Convention. 
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For each report by a minister of the Gospel of an embarrassing 
moment in his life, Curistranrty Topay will pay $5 Cupon publi- 
cation). To be acceptable, anecdotes must narrate factually a 
personal experience, and must be previously unpublished. Contribu- 
tions should not exceed 250 words, should be typed double-spaced, 
and bear the writer's name and address. Upon acceptance, such 
contributions become the property of Curistranity Topay. 
Address letters to: Preacher in the Red, Curistianity Topay, 
Suite 1014 Washington Building, Washington, D.C. 
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ever in the long history of national and inter- 
N national affairs have the nations of this earth 

faced a situation comparable to that which pre- 
vails in this twentieth century. 

Because this is true, it is axiomatic that those whose 
decisions determine national policy and govern inter- 
national relationships have a responsibility without 
parallel in previous generations. Never before was 
there an age or a situation in which so much hinged 
on the wisdom of national leadership and on the in- 
tegrity of nations whose influence in world affairs 
can tip the scales for either good or ill. 

To appreciate the magnitude of this new individual 
and national responsibility, we must take cognizance 
of the two major factors responsible for creating the 
present set of circumstances. 


THE EXTENSION OF SCIENCE 
The first is the cumulative knowledge man has ac- 
quired in the fields of physical science. In ancient 
times peoples and nations were separated one from the 
other by the natural barriers of time and space. What 
happened in one area of the globe was unknown to 
those of other areas until long afterward, if ever. As 
long as the barriers of time and distance remained 
unbridged, what the people of one tribe or nation did 
or how they lived or what they thought made little or 
no difference to the people beyond the limited sphere of 
their influence and interests. 

Even after the more attractive land surfaces became 
populated and the people of those areas were thrown 
into closer association, the oceans remained effective 
barriers between continents. When conflicts did arise, 
they were limited in scope and the destruction occa- 
sioned by an entire war, fought with bows and arrows 
and spears, was insignificant compared to the devasta- 
tion wrought by one modern bomb. 

With the onward march of time all this has changed. 
Scienufic knowledge has pyramided with the passing 
years until in this twentieth century we witness not 
only the amazing results of this accumulated knowl- 
edge but an acceleration in the rate of progress in the 
fields of physical science that staggers the imagination 
when we try to contemplate what the future holds. 

The new set of circumstances, which the application 
of this scientific knowledge has produced in world af- 
fairs, has become a matter of gravest international con- 
cern. Gone are the ancient natural barriers of distance, 
time, and space. Modern methods of transportation 
and communication have reduced this once big world 
to a small orb on which peoples and nations, once far 
removed from each other’s influence, now are thrown 
together in a close and inescapable association fraught 


with new problems and unprecedented dangers 
Se 
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World news encircles the globe in a matter of sec- 
onds. Modern air transportation ignores oceans and 
brings each nation within quick and easy access of all 
others. Guided missiles probe the secrets of the strato- 
sphere and herald an age in which no area of the globe 
is beyond the reach of any modern nation bent on the 
desiruction of another. 

Over all is the shadow of a mushroom cloud that has 
become the symbol of the atomic age and of man’s 
ability to release destructive forces so great that the an- 
nihilation of civilization at last has been brought within 
the realm of possibility. 

In this new set of circumstances, the decisions, the 
actions, and even the philosophy of the people of each 
nation are of vital concern to all others. The position 
and integrity of each nation are no longer matters of 
mere national import but have become of fundamental 
importance to civilization as a whole. 


THE ACCUMULATION OF DEPRAVITY 

The second factor responsible for the existing situa- 
tion in human affairs is of even greater significance but 
unfortunately is less readily acknowledged and ac- 
cepted. It has to do with human nature itself. To 
many it is repugnant to be told that in this twentieth 
century mankind is reaping not only the results of his 
accumulated scientific knowledge but also the accumu- 
lative consequences of six thousand years of human 
depravity. Nevertheless, the fact is irrefutable and 
must be acknowledged and faced before we can hope 
to make realistic progress toward a solution of the 
problems it presents. 

The biblical record of the event through which man 
acquired a nature prone to evil is clear and definite. 
God had created the original parents of the human race 
in His own image and righteousness and placed them 
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in the Edenic paradise to enjoy fellowship and com- 
munion with their Creator and the glories of the earth 
which He had prepared to be their home. Of their 
own free will, they chose to violate God’s expressed will 
and through their fall not only become separated from 
God by their sin but were rendered sinful by nature, 
which condition by the universal law of heredity they 
transmitted to their descendants. The consequences 
of their spiritual death and of the sinful nature they 
and their descendants acquired through their fall have 
pyramided with each successive generation until in 
this twentieth century they have reached crisis propor- 
tions on a world-wide scale. 


NEED OF SPIRITUAL RENEWAL 


Whether we like it or not, the fact is that beneath and 
behind every individual problem and every national 
and international problem in the field of human rela- 
tionships lies the bigger basic problem of man’s severed 
relationship with God and of the evil tendencies of the 
fallen nature of what the Bible describes as the “natural 
man.” Every effort toward moral reformation is a 
tacit acknowledgment that there is something funda- 
mentally wrong with human nature. All religion, pagan 
or otherwise, stems from man’s inherent consciousness 
of his separation from God. The very word “religion” is 
made up of the prefix “re” meaning “again” or “to re- 
turn to a previous state” and the root “ligio” implying 
“to bend or to turn back.” The word “religion,” 
therefore, presupposes that man has become separated 
from God and is in need of a way by which he again 
can turn back to his original state. 

Unfortunately, in analyzing our problems, we are 
prone to focus our attention on the effect rather than 
the cause. We view with consternation innumerable 
acts of selfishness and deception and violence on the 
part of men, and acts of subterfuge and aggression on 
the part of nations, and we conclude that such actions 
should and can be prevented by physical deterrents. 
Our conclusions would be different if we would look 
beneath the surface and recognize the basic evil ten- 
dencies in human nature that are responsible for evil 
thoughts, evil desires, and evil philosophies that in turn 
express themselves in the individual and national and 
international attitudes and actions we deplore. 


SUMMARY OF PRESENT SITUATION 


Taking these fundamental facts into account, we may 
summarize the situation presently confronting men and 
nations under three conclusions: 

First, man’s accumulated knowledge in the fields of 
physical science has created a new set of world cir- 
cumstances in which peoples and nations no longer 
are separated by the natural barriers of time and space 











and in which man possesses powers of destruction so 
devastating that any nation aggressively inclined is a 
threat to the security and even the survival of other 
nations. 

Second, these new physical circumstances are rea 
sons for international tensions and concern not because 
they are dangerous in themselves but because of the 
evil tendencies inherent in human nature, which cause 
both individuals and nations to incline to evil rather 
than to good. 

Third, integrity requires that individuals and nations 
face and acknowledge the facts responsible for the 
growing crisis in human affairs and then act rightly 
and decisively in accordance with what those facts 
dictate. 


DEFENSE AND COLD WAR 


Most observers will agree that at the present time na 
tional leadership in most nations is on the defensive 
and is concentrated on two aspects of preparedness. 
The first is the field of military defense. Almost with 
out exception, nations are strengthening their military 
defenses against any eventuality while keeping a watch- 
ful eye on those nations whom they have reason to 
believe are a threat to their security. 

At the same time, all nations who exercise any in- 
fluence in world affairs are engaged in a grim war of 
nerves in the field of international diplomacy where 
each is maneuvering to gain a more advantageous posi 
tion. In this so-called “cold” war, all nations participat- 
ing are subjected to the constant pressures of expedi 
ency. 

So important have military and psychological and 
political advantages become in the present global 
struggle that frequently they are gained at the price 
of national integrity. The national concern has shifted 
from what is right to what is expedient. The question 
no longer is, what does national integrity dictate, but 
what will best improve the nation’s position from a 
military standpoint or psychologically, or be to its politi- 
cal advantage in the grim struggle to guarantee its 
national security and survival? 


COMPROMISE OF INTEGRITY 
If such advantage can be gained without the sacrifice 
of national integrity or the violation of principles, once 
regarded as inviolate, everyone is pleased, but if the 
advantage cannot be gained without violation of those 
fundamentals which constitute our national standards 
and ideals, too often expediency wins on the grounds 
that the end justifies the course adopted. 

It is encouraging rather than surprising that an in- 
creasing number of people are asking privately and 
publicly where this line of reasoning will lead us if 
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followed to its ultimate end. There is a growing con- 
viction that the time has come when individuals and 
nations should make an honest reappraisal of the whole 
problem of human relationships in the field of inter- 
national affairs. 


PRESENT COURSE INADEQUATE 


As a starting point, we must try to define clearly the 
present course, which is to do everything humanly 
possible to avert world conflict and the catastrophe of 
a global war in an age when war means possible an- 
nihilation. 

To that end, nations desirous of preserving peace 
are feverishly building up more and more military 
might as a deterrent to would-be aggressors. 

They are working ceaselessly to ease world tensions 
through the channels of international diplomacy and 
seeking to neutralize disruptive propaganda and create 
a better understanding between nations by the free 
exchange of factual information and by mutual aid and 
other gestures of good will. 

The United Nations Organization has been estab- 
lished to provide a world forum at which it was hoped 
disputes between nations could be resolved around the 
conference table and united action taken to curb ag- 





gression on the part of those refusing to substitute 
reason for force. 

Realism requires us to acknowledge that the results of 
all these far-reaching efforts make two conclusions in- 
escapable. 

The first is that all these efforts have at best resulted 
in a deferment of a world crisis rather than a solution 
to the basic problems with which we are faced. The 
world situation as it appears on the surface fluctuates 
trom week to week and year to year but beneath the 
surface, despite all the efforts that have been made, 
the human attitudes and philosophies responsible for 
the existing international tensions have undergone no 
fundamental change nor is there any reason to believe 
that they will be changed by further efforts along the 


same line. 


DIVINE INTERVENTION NEEDED 


We, therefore, are forced to a second conclusion. If 
the existing situation is to be changed and a world 
crisis averted rather than merely deferred, some entirely 
new factor potent enough to be effective must be dis- 
covered and introduced into individual and national 
and international affairs. 


Such a factor is available | (Continued on page 18) 





Admit Red China? 


WILLIAM F. KNOWLAND 


© more critical issue faces American leaders in 
N the days ahead than the one of admission of 
Communist China into the United Nations. 
As in all major phases of international relationships, 
Christianity itself has a deep interest in the moral 
overtones of this issue. It seems apparent that the self- 
interest of the United States would not be served by 
permitting our defense barriers to fall back to the 
Pacific Coast states of Washington, Oregon, and Cali- 
fornia. The previous administration as well as the 
present one, on the basis of the judgment of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, determined that our own security 
would be jeopardized by any weakening of the defense 
line running from Japan and Korea to Formosa to the 
Philippines, Australia, and New Zealand in the south 
and to Okinawa in the north. 


10° 


The economic life of Korea and Japan is dependent 
on sea lanes into Southeast Asia, and unfriendly con- 
trol of these waters would determine to a considerable 
extent the political life of the inhabitants of those 
countries. The recent war with Japan demonstrated 
how closely a military offensive can come to the con- 
tinental limits of the United States through a lapse 
in our defensive guard in the Pacific. Every American 
should ask himself whether he wants to take this risk 
again as a probable consequence of recognition of 
Communist China. 


THE RECORD IN KOREA 

An argument has been submitted at times that the 
United States should lodge its future security with 
the United Nations and depend on that organization's 
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collective security forces for protection against any 
hostile actions from the Far East. However, the lessons 
of recent history are a cold reminder of the unswerving 
objectives of world Communism, which in the ten 
years since the end of World War II in 1945 has 
taken over 600 million once-free people behind the 
Communist Iron Curtain. Americans will not, I be- 
lieve, soon forget that the present Chinese Communist 
regime is the same regime that committed aggression 
in Korea in violation of a United Nations indictment 
and was responsible for inflicting 140,000 casualties 
on us, including 35,000 dead. The United Nations 
record in Korea was not effective collective security in 
a military action wherein the United States furnished 
90 per cent of its manpower and only 17 out of 60 
United Nations members supplied any manpower at all. 


THE RECORD IN CHINA 


Turning to the interests of Asia itself, this country is 
staunchly committed against the principles of colonial- 
ism. Chou En-lai, Peiping’s premier and foreign min- 
ister, has asserted publicly and frequently that Asia 
must be for the Asians while at the same time he builds 
his military forces and war-making potential through 
the receipts of supplies from Communist Russia. In 
other words, what is intended is Asia for the Com- 
munists. Since actions speak with the force of con- 
viction, the record of Communist China in Asia to 
date shows the following: (1) brutal persecution of 
religious and missionary organizations on the main- 
land; (2) colonialization of North Korea and the 
deliberate violation of the United Nations armistice 
negotiated in that country; (3) inciting and supplying 
Communist aggressive activities in Viet-Nam and Com- 
munist guerillas in Malaya, Burma, and Indonesia; 
‘4) institution of blood purges of the Chinese people, 
which have been estimated by our Assistant Secretary 
of State, Walter S. Robertson, as resulting in approxi- 
mately 15 million deaths. What can the people of 
Asia expect in the future from this record? 


FOREIGN POLICY AND FREEDOM 


The foreign and defense policies of this country need 
to be the people’s business. The decisions made in the 
months ahead may well determine whether we have 
a free world of free men. There is no easy solution 
to the unpleasant facts of today, which we must meet 
as other generations have had to meet the critical issues 
of their time. 

The United States has provided the world with the 
greatest exposition of liberty and protection of the rights 
of man the world has known to date. Our foreign 
policy should manifest no less an ideal. The recognition 
of Communist China would subvert the principle long 








adhered to in this country—the dignity of free men. 
It would amount to a Far Eastern Munich. To bring 
our relationships with Communist China up to the 
time of this writing, an American military plane has 
recently been shot down with a loss of 16 lives. 

We must not forget that Communism is a world- 
wide conspiracy against freedom and independence and 
that the objective of the men in the Kremlin was 
pointed out many years ago in Lenin’s statement that 
“the Road to Paris is through Peking.” The remaining 
free peoples of Asia are watching the actions taken 
by our government, and any compromise of moral 
principles in this area by the United States would 
move our defense barriers and influence back to the 
Pacific Coast for generations to come. 


THE RECORD IN RUSSIA 


There appears to be little reason to expect that the 
recognition of Communist China would be productive 
of any greater performance than has resulted from the 
recognition of the Communist government of Russia 
in 1933. When that government was recognized by 
this country, certain pledges leading toward peaceable 
relations were made and soon broken. 

Since all Communists are committed to the destruc- 
tion of persons and institutions that stand in the way 
of world domination by Communism, there is no legiti- 
mate reason to hope that Communist China would 
pursue a different mode of operation. 

Since foreign policy should be based on the concrete, 
not on the abstract, perhaps it will be illuminating to 
look at the question of recognition of Communist China 
from, first, the point of view of our own self-interest 
and, second, the interests of Asia. 


DIPLOMATIC RECOGNITION? 


Another closely related problem is that of affording 
diplomatic recognition to Red China. Although it may 
seem ironic, it is nevertheless true that the British 
government has not yet received recognition from 
Peiping even though she accorded recognition to Com- 
munist China on January 6, 1950, over six years ago. 
It is understood that the main obstacle to full reciproc- 
ity is the insistence by the Chinese Communists that 
Britain give full support to the seating of Chinese 
Communists in the United Nations, and that she 
sever all ties with the government of the Republic of 
China on Formosa. 

If we show the same courage and common sense 
that motivated the men who sat at Philadelphia and 
gave us first our Declaration of Independence and later 
our Constitution, there are none of our great domestic 
problems we cannot solve and there is no foreign 
foe we need ever fear. END 
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he problem of war is as old as man. War, with 
its accompanying passions, destruction, and suf- 
fering, is one of the greatest evils in human 
society. In fact, wars have been so frequent through- 
out the history of mankind that, in spite of the general 
desire for peace, we may say that peace is only a 
temporary condition. 

Never has the destructive potentiality of war been 
so apparent as today. Men today are not more cruel; 
death and destruction are not more final. But within 
the life span of many living today two world wars have 
been fought, not to mention lesser ones. In the future 
we are faced with the potentiality of atomic world war 
whose area, magnitude, and speed of destruction are 
beyond anything formerly thought possible. 

The Church of Christ is part of the human com- 
munity, and if it is to exercise a position of leadership, 
it must face this problem of war. Indeed, of all men, 
the Christian minister should recognize the responsi- 
bility of the Church to alleviate the sufferings of men. 

The dilemma of Christian leadership is complicated 
by the fact that the teachings and activities of Church 
leaders through nineteen centuries have failed to make 
any appreciable impact in advancing the cause of inter- 
national peace. 

It would be unjust, however, to say that Chris- 
tianity has been no more effective than pagan philoso- 
phers and moralists. For the blessings of peace have 
come, sometimes for generations, to lands blessed with 
godly rulers and a God-fearing people. Even on the 
occasion of sudden repentance, God has spared nations 
calamity, as with Nineveh of old. If the Christian 
moral code, including such precepts as the Golden 
Rule, were actually followed by all men, wars would 
undoubtedly cease. The conflicts, great and small, that 
trouble society would then be settled amicably and 


equitably. 


THE NEED OF MORAL POWER 


Yet the truth of the matter is that men, in practice, 
ignore these tighteous injunctions. Many people out- 
wardly profess them as proper standards of conduct, 
but lack the moral power and courage to live by them. 


Christiamty and Peace m Our Day 
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HARRISON 


Partly because of the Church’s failure to achieve 
visible results in decreasing war, human society has 
tended to try other methods. Declarations outlawing 
war, the reduction of armaments, treaties proclaiming 
peaceful intentions, and the establishment of interna- 
tional organizations—all these have been tried as the 
means to peace. Each has proved unsuccessful in elimi- 
nating war. A particular means, be it readily admitted, 
may have prevented a particular conflict from develop- 
ing into full-scale war. And Christian or humanitarian 
rulers have on occasion avoided actions leading to war. 
But on the balance sheet of history, none of these 
efforts has been profitable, and nothing indicates that 
they ever can be. 


WAR IS MAN’S FAULT 


In seeking to understand the problem of war and its 
relation to Christianity, it seems useful to consider 
first the question, Why do wars occur? Too often 
consideration of the matter starts with another ques- 
tion, What is the cause of war? But the real question 
is, Who causes war? War is a human activity. No 
matter what the incentives or secondary causes, men 
do not have to fight. They choose to do so. 

The decision to initiate aggression is made by the 
political ruler of the nation. The mass of the popula- 
tion do not seek war unless they have first been 
sufficiently motivated by the propaganda and the ac- 
tions of their own and the enemy government. The 
very nature of the modern state prevents spontaneous 
mass aggression. Similarly, the military forces under 
their leaders begin military operations when they are 
launched by the head of the state. Although the mili- 
tary advisers may influence the decision of the ruler, 
he actually makes that decision himself. Rarely does 
a military commander take action on his cwn initiative. 
In any case, the launching of aggression is the choice 
of the head of the state. 

By understanding this responsibility of the head 
of the state we can see why it is impossible to prevent 
war. It is impossible to prevent some men from becom- 
ing criminals. It is also impossible to prevent some 
criminals from becoming the rulers of states. Then, 
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when such a man is the head of a state, there is no 
way, from a human standpoint, of preventing him from 
launching an aggression. 

The danger is increased by the truism that in every 
man, hidden deep, are those evil tendencies that in 
some men result in visible crimes. No proof should 
be needed to show any thinking man that he possesses 
such tendencies, though he may usually keep them 
well concealed. Even a ruler whose intentions are 
peaceful may be so stirred by a particular set of cir- 
cumstances that his good intentions are overruled. 


BASIC PROBIEM IS ETHICAL 

At bottom, the problem of war is a moral problen— 
the very condition at which the Golden Rule is aimed. 
An international organization, with or without an au- 
thoritative executive head, cannot solve this moral 
problem. Any organizational structure is merely a 
framework of relationships and procedures within 
which men act. No organization can be more effective 
than the men in it. No rules, constitution, laws, cus- 
toms, or the like have real significance unless they are 
enforced. Any organization, no matter how worthy its 
purpose or how stringent its rules, will succumb to 
ineffectiveness, corruption, disruption, and _ destruc- 
tion unless prevented by the moral integrity of the 
men in it. 

The problems of an international government are 
similar to those of any national government except 
that they are greatly magnified. A major and possibly 
fatal weakness of a world government might prove to 
be the absence of an external enemy to serve as a 
unifying force. The tendency to splinter into racial, 
national, or economic factions would, therefore, be 
greatly increased. Civil war would probably be inevi- 
table because the armed forces would be subject to the 
same disintegration. 

How a world government could be set up without a 
world conquest by military force is not clear. Only 
the fear of a common enemy can make rulers of states 
willing to voluntarily surrender their sovereignty to 
a common superior. In a world divided by antagonisms 
and conflicting interests so serious that fear of war 
is the prevailing climate, is it conceivable that opposing 
sides can agree On a common superior, or that either 
side would submit to the other? Only under pressure 
of fear of war would surrender of national freedom to 
a supranational government be seriously considered. 

The reason for the perpetuation of war is that man 
will not eliminate it. He is enmeshed in the chains 
of his own evil will and desires. Nothing that peaceful 
men can do can overcome this evil, whether by the 
efforts of philosophy, the proclamation of the “Chris- 
tian ethic,” redistribution of wealth, disarmament, in- 
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ternational organization, or published laws. All men, 
peaceful or otherwise, must reckon with the fact of 
evil in their own natures. It is folly to assume that 
peace-loving men are sinless and that only the war- 
mongers are sinful. The desire for peace is not an 
abiding characteristic of unregenerate man. 


SUPERNATURAL AID NECESSARY 

In this predicament it would appear that men who 
face the question realistically have no hope other than 
to cry, Who can save us? Those who call themselves 
Christian would probably reply that if men are help- 
less only God can save them. That seems reasonable. 
If we lack a natural solution, we are left only with the 
hope of a supernatural one. Yet if one accepts the idea 
that we must seek help from God in ending war, 
several corollaries follow. First, experience confirms 
what the Scriptures teach, that God’s help is not auto- 
matic, it must be sought. Second, although the procla- 
mation and practice of Christianity may have hindered 
or mitigated war, war has not been eradicated. Third, 
if God’s help is to be obtained, it. must be done in a 
way approved by Him. Man cannot command God. 
Fourth, as long as men are intellectual and moral 
creatures endowed with responsible choice, they must 
eagerly embrace that help which God wills to give. 
Man cannot bargain with God. Obviously, if help is 
available but men spurn it, they must continue in the 
old path of self-destruction. The crisis today is that 
with modern weapons this destruction could come soon 
and in degree unparalleled in the history of mankind 
up to now. 


OPTIONS NOW CONFRONTING US 
Christianity’s failure to advance the cause of world 
peace may arouse deep misgivings in many Christians, 
particularly in many Christian ministers. 

Three courses seem open to such men. One is to 
abandon adherence to the Christian faith and ethic. 
But if there is no hope in Christianity, what other 
hope is there? There is no reasonable alternative. A 
second course is to continue to believe that the Chris- 
tian ethic alone will slowly transform the human race 
and lead men to solve their disputes by means other 
than war. History shows little progress resulting from 
the contagion of Christian morality, as twentieth- 
century developments eloquently attest. Unless human 
nature has a sudden change of heart, modern means 
of destruction may not leave time for this program to 
succeed, even if it could. The third course is to re- 
examine one’s own concept of Christianity in an effort 
to explain the apparent failure of the Christian faith 
to solve the problem of war, and to discover what 
genuine hope that faith does offer. 
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Suppose we adopt this third course. Earlier, we have 
said that God’s help in ending war is not automatic 
but must be sought and that man’s past efforts have 
not been effective. Now we must seek to understand 
why this is so. Subjective reasoning and speculation 
have not found the answer and clearly cannot do so. 
No known facts in nature or history point the way. 
The question really is a matter of learning God’s will 
and the way man can approach Him for help. Obvious- 
ly, if these things can be learned at all, they can be 
learned only from God. 


THE BIBLE AND ITS PROMISES 

The original source of information about the Chris- 
tian faith, still available today, is the Bible. If men 
will not believe the Word of God, they cannot find 
His truth by any other method. 

Concerning the presence of evil and immorality in 
every man, the Bible is everywhere consistent. Its doc- 
trine is well summarized in Romans 3:10-18 and 
Galatians 5: 19-21. This teaching coincides with human 
experience and observation. The Bible also explains 
why these evils are so deep-seated in men (Rom. 1:18- 
32). Because men rebelled against God in self-will, 
He gave them up to those numerous immoralities, cruel- 
ties, dishonesties, meannesses and other evils which 
afflict the race and make wars and crime inevitable. 
These evils are the visible evidences of man’s primary 
sin and rebellion and of God’s wrath against it. Here 
we have a clear, adequate, and logical explanation of 
the presence of evil in man. Anyone who compares the 
plain statements of the Bible with the history and cur- 
rent state of mankind cannot fail to see that men live 
today exactly as the Bible describes them. 

In sharp contrast to this dark picture of man’s 
natural sin and lawlessness are the glorious promises 
of peace on earth envisaged by the Old Testament 
prophets (e.g., Isa. 2:2-4). I am confident that these 
promises will be fulfilled in time and in history. Hence 
I am not pessimistic about human history, provided we 
have in view ideal humanity and ideal history. 

Confidence in these promises calls forth equal con- 
fidence in the Biblical declarations as to the methods 
and sequence of their fulfillment. I do not regard it as 
accidental, but rather as essential, that the prophets, 
and the angels of Bethlehem after them (Luke 2:10), 
connect the message of “peace on earth” with the 
Messianic idea. The full and final answer to the prob- 
lem of war will come with the return of Jesus Christ. 
With that event, peace becomes historically inevitable. 


SLIM PROSPECT OF WORLD CONVERSION 

Many sincere Christians have cherished the expecta- 
tion of uninterrupted world peace before the Second 
Advent of Christ, as a result of the propagation and 








the effect of the Christian Gospel. I admire the zeal 
of those who preach the Gospel in this expectation that 
a Christian culture can be created through the Church’s 
evangelistic efforts. They are at least more Biblical 
than those who hope for such a utopia simply on the 
basis of a “Christian ethic” detached from the Gospel 
of supernatural redemption and regeneration. Yet I 
cannot share their optimism. 

I am confident that the Gospel has power to trans- 
form life and that it will yet make progress in the 
world. I do not imply that the message of repentance 
is ineffectual in our generation. Nor do I mean that 
we can never again have an era of peace, although if 
we do its roots will be spiritual. But I am certain in 
my own heart that, this side of Christ’s return, we 
had best prepare for the possibility of war on earth 
however fervently we pray and work for peace. 

The lives of regenerate men, individually and col- 
lectively, have influenced Western society to a marked 
degree. Yet a regenerate world has not resulted from 
the proclamation of the Gospel and there is no indica- 
tion that it ever will. Certainly two thousand years of 
Western history, as well as the witness of the New 
Testament, give us little basis for expecting world 
conversion. The truth is that men do not want Jesus 
Christ, and it is so declared in the Bible. Modern man, 
like the multitudes of unregenerate men in past genera- 
tions, would rather endure his life of peril while experi- 
menting with unpromising utopian schemes than put 


his life right with God. 


THE GOSPEL REMAINS MAN’S HOPE 

A brief summary of the New Testament teaching as 
to the nature, purpose, and consequences of the Gospel 
and its ministry will clearly reveal the true hope of 


STEADFAST ‘TAPER 


“His candle shined upon my head .. . .” (Job 28:3). 


His candle shines upon my head. 

He trims the wick and guards the flame, 
And though the darkness creeps in close 
The steadfast taper shines the same. 





The flower of flame sways in the air. 
Wind-fingers snatch and try to snuff 
The stalk His careful m8 protect. 
The light shines through; it is enough. 


His candle shines on me in love. 
(Protective circle in the ey 


And through the dreadful night I know 


That He is with me in the room. 


Throughout the weary waiting-time 
The liquid flame shines thin and pure. 
When tiredness dims my faith, I look 
And see His light, and I am sure. 


—Luct Decx SHaw 
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mankind. The Gospel is addressed to individuals and 
is to be proclaimed to every creature (Matt. 11:28-30; 
John 3:16). The message of the Gospel is that through 
the gift of God individuals can be saved from sin and 
reconciled to God by faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, 
Who procured their redemption by His substitutionary 
sacrifice on the Cross (Rom. 3:21-24, 6:23). Such 
salvation can be received only as a gift through faith, 
since guilty sinners have nothing to offer in return. 
The New Testament further declares that saved per- 
sons are regenerate possessors of a new life (II Cor. 
5:17; Gal. 5:14-26). They do not lose the old nature 
in this world, but Christ gives them victory over it. 

The truth and effectiveness of the Gospel is fully 
demonstrated by the experience of believers in Christ 
throughout the centuries. That experience is just as 
genuine and verifiable as is the presence of sin and 
war in the world. This fact should not be ignored by 
those who have not personally entered into this expe- 
rience, or who refuse to enter. Lacking this personal 
experience, they cannot on that account deny its reality. 

The reason they reject Him is because they will 
not admit that they are guilty sinners (Matt. 7:13, 14; 
John 3:17-21, 15:18-21). That the vast majority of 
men do reject Christ is undeniable. And without Christ 
men must remain under the curse of sin. 

The Bible declares that God will take out of this 
world a people for His Name, the Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Acts 15:14), but that ‘He will allow 
lost human society to pursue its rebellious course to 
its inevitable tragic end. Evil and war will continue 
to the end of the age. The last part of the age will 
be a period of such terrible tribulation, including 
devastating wars and their accompanying ills, famines, 
and pestilence, that were God not to intervene, no one 
could survive. It is dificult to see in what way this 
biblical foreview differs in any significant degree from 
the human view imposed by history and by present 
realities as distinct from wishful hopes. 

But before man disappears from the earth God will 
intervene. The Lord Jesus Christ, the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, will come in all His glory at the 
Second Advent to establish that glorious and righteous 
Kingdom so often promised in the Old Testament. 


PEACE A GIFT FROM ABOVE 

The Bible does not say and no one knows when the 
Messiah will come to reign in glory and righteousness. 
But only then, and then surely, men will beat their 
swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning 
hooks, and nations shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war any more (Isa. 2: 
2-4). Now and until He comes society must face the 
death and destruction of wars. 





16° 





Peace is not a natural achievement in human expe- 
rience and history; it is a divine gift. Personal peace 
does not depend upon world peace nor on national 
peace, but its nature is spiritual rather than socio- 
logical. Such peace is not a mere negation of hostility 
and conflict, but a positive experience of divine recon- 
ciliation and redemption. Jesus contrasted the peace 
He brought His disciples with the peace of the world 
at its best: “My peace I give unto you, not as the 
world giveth give I unto you” (John 14:27). Peace 
with God provides the true climate for the hopeful 
pursuit of peace with men. 

Social peace is a virtue and war is an evil. But in 
an unrighteous world, peace is not always the greatest 
good nor war the worst evil. Peace which promotes 
injustice is worse than war in the cause of justice. 
Christianity must always take the side of a just and 
durable peace, and oppose an unjust war. 


REGENERATION INDISPENSABLE 

Only a regenerate mankind is enabled to tame the 
lusts and passions which make for war. That is why 
the preaching of the Gospel of redemption and regen- 
eration is urgently and vitally relevant to each genera- 
tion of fallen man. What Marx, Lenin, and Stalin 
needed was not simply an exposure to the “Christian 
ethic” but to be “born again.” Men who know that 
“Christ died for our sins” know something of God’s 
hatred of sin and of His love for the frailest human. 

Apart from the Gospel the “Christian ethic” may 
still encourage an idealistic view of social responsi- 
bility and concern in a semi-Christian climate. But 
its inadequacy is apparent as soon as one deals with 
the naturalistic mind. This watered-down message, a 
social ethic without the Gospel, has robbed Christian- 
ity of main defenses against Communist assaults. 

In fact, the force of sin in this life is so powerful 
that even a regenerate society would require the con- 
stant renewal of the Holy Spirit to prevent deteriora- 
tion. Whatever deterrents to war men propose—world 
government, international police force, reduction of 
armament—may succeed for a season in delaying hostil- 
ities, but they will only compound those elements 
which the scheming minds of unregenerate men will 
sooner or later pervert for godless purposes. 

Any message short of the Christian Gospel is false 
in varying degree and can only delude men as to their 
own unsaved state and consequent hopeless end. Peace 
will not become inevitable, nor war improbable, apart 
from the transformation of human nature. The apostolic 
Christian faith as it is declared in the Bible, including 
both the Gospel of individual redemption and the 
expectation of Christ's Second Advent and Kingdom, 
is the only true hope for men and for society. END 
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PEACE OF MIND 
(Continued from page 7) the tree-muffled hills, the 


brook gurgling in the valley, and the sheep grazing on 
the downs. In imagination, you see the birds flit here 
and there, and watch the lambs gamboling, and feel 
“peace come dropping slow.” Surely, it is peace you 
sense in that picture? 

It is indeed! 

But not just because it is the country, and not just 
because it is spring but because everything in the scene 
(to the extent of its freedom, and so far as you can 
perceive) is doing the will of God. The harder struggle 
of nature is not apparent. You see no discord. No 
strident clash of will and will. No fearfulness, no 
feverish searching for peace! The birds mate. The lambs 
gambol, the ewes graze. The purposes of the Creator 
are prevailing and (as a by-product) there is peace. 

All the world is hungry for peace—and much more 
than half the world is missing it. Let us tell them why. 

Peace isn’t the fruit of easy circumstances, nor the 
simple consequence of a certain kind of thinking . . . 
nor this... nor that.... 

It is a full recognition of the fact that Christ made 
peace through the blood of His Cross (Col. 1:20). It 
is a complete “recumbency” (as John Wesley would 
say) on all that our Lord did, and it is a yielding of 
the life to the Rule of Jesus. 

The oft-times despised Evangelist is the true pur- 


veyor of the peace of God. END 









THE REFORMATION AND MAN 


(Continued from page 4) insisted that the people 
should take part in the government of the church. 
Luther and the English reformers, owing to their 
movement being closely bound up with contemporary 
national politics, were not able to carry out this type 
of organization. The Reformed churches following 
Calvin’s teaching and example have always insisted 
that since all believers enjoy the indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit, they should be able to choose those who are to 
rule over them in the faith. This they do by electing 
delegates who will represent them in a hierarchy of 
church courts. For the first time the “common man” 
could help in directing the church’s life and work. 


NOT JUST FOR A FEW 


That man might be able to serve God adequately in 
this life, the Reformers insisted on the need for educa- 
tion, whether academic or technical, for as many as 
possible—not just for a few. Luther, Calvin, Knox, 
and others spent much of their time preparing educa- 
tional programs, founding schools, and teaching. 






For those in poverty or ill health places of refuge 
should be provided they believed. They did not be- 
lieve, as many later writers seem to think, that poverty 
and misfortune were signs of some signal sin or that 
they showed the victim to be of the reprobate. Calvin 
and his colleagues knew that trials and difficulties come 
upon men in this life through no fault of their own 
and that they should therefore receive all the help 
other Christians are able to give. 

Even in matters of government and politics some of 
the Reformers gave the “Common man” a new place 
of importance. It is true that they did not produce a 
full-blown idea of democracy, b:t they were like the 
first rays of the rising sun after a long dark winter's 
night. Although many have deprecated the influence 
exercised by Calvin in Geneva, it would seem to be 
true, nevertheless, that Geneva was one of the principal 
seed beds from which came many Western democratic 
flowers. The formerly forbidden area of government 
now opened its gates to the “common man.” 


A NEW CONCEPT OF SOCIETY 


The Reformation brought a new concept of society to 
the world. It laid the foundation for a wor!d in which 
the “common man” was recognized as an individual, 
for the first time in at least fifteen hundred years as a 
unique personality in the sight of God. Based upon 
the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, it 
brought man back to the fact that all men are God’s 
creatures, whatever their position in life. 


MODERN DANGER OF OBSCURITY 


Since the sixteenth century, many changes have come 
in Western thinking, but this stress upon the im- 
portance of the “common man” remained well-nigh 
intact until the eighteenth century. Then Rationalism, 
followed by romanticism, which in turn gave way to 
materialism, gradually pushed the individual “com 
mon man” back to his old subordinate place. ‘The 
French Revolution, Bolshevism, Naziism ali partici 
pated in this attack on the “common man.” Only in 
lands where the Reformation has maintained its firm 
hold has this not happened, although even there the 
idea has been weakened. 

George Orwell in his 1984 has shown us what may 
happen if the “common man” is destroyed as a person- 
ality. We talk of him much today, but if the modern 
materialistic and existential forms of thought con- 
tinue to flourish, his end is not far off. When we for- 
sake the ideas of the Reformation, we tend to cut our- 
selves off from the roots of our democracy, and if we 
are not grafted back into the main stalk, the “common 
man” in Western society will once more become the 


“faceless one,” without personality or identity. END 
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INTEGRITY OF THE NATIONS 


(Continued from page 10) to all men and nations 
if they are prepared to recognize and accept it and 
meet the requirements of its effective application. That 
factor is the divine intervention of God. 

Surely such a statement should not sound fantastic 
to the people of nations that are professedly Christian. 
The fact that many dismiss it as absurd and impractical 
is evidence of how wide has become the gap between 
our professed Christianity and our knowledge of God’s 
sovereign grace and power from the standpoint of 
The time has come 
when not only our individual peace and security but 
national and international peace and security hinge 
primarily on our willingness to restore realism to our 


personal, spiritual experience. 


Christian profession. 


GOD’S CONCERN WITH NATIONS 

[he testimony of Holy Writ is explicit. The God of 
the Bible is not one of a number of competing deities. 
He is supreme, the only true God, eternal and self- 
existent, omnipotent, omniscient and immutable, and 
indescribably holy. The magnitude of His love and 
mercy and divine grace is beyond the measure of our 
finite minds. 

It is the testimony of Scripture that “by him were 
all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 
earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, 
or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by him, and for him: and he is before 
all things, and by him all things consist.” He is con- 
cerned with the present welfare as well as with the 
eternal destiny of men. That He is concerned with the 
affairs of nations is evidenced by the declaration of 
Scripture that He “hath made of one blood all nations 
of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and 
hath determined the times before appointed, and the 
bounds of their habitation; that they should seek the 
Lord, if haply they might feel after him, and find 
him, though he be not far from every one of us: for 
in him we live and move and have our being.” 






PROVISION FOR MAN’‘S RECOVERY 


The greatest proof of God’s concern for mankind is 
the divine provision he has made for man’s recovery 
from the position into which he fell through his willful 
violation of God's expressed will. God has provided 
not only a way by which men can be delivered from 
the cumulative consequences of human depravity but a 
supernatural spiritual new birth through which men 
are enabled to become possessors of a new spiritual 
nature that delights in good rather than evil. 
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To that end, God sent his pre-existent Son, Jesus 
Christ, into the world to become a substitute sin bearer 
in the place of guilty men. “God sent not his son 
into the world to condemn the world but that the world 
through him might be saved.” It is the record of in- 
fallible Scripture that Christ bore the sins of all man- 
kind in His body on the Cross and that He shed His 
divine blood in atonement for the sins of the world. 
Through His substitutionary death and vicarious atone- 
ment, He satisfied every demand of the eternal laws of 
divine justice and opened the way for guilty men to 
be granted divine forgiveness and restored to eternal 
fellowship and communion with God. 


TWENTIETH-CENTURY TRAGEDY 


It is a world tragedy in this age, when all the evidence 
points to man’s utter hopelessness apart from divine 
intervention, that man’s concept of Christianity has 
become so distorted that multitudes, even in so-called 
Christian lands, have no knowledge of the fundamental 
difference between supernatural spiritual regeneration 
and a mere religious profession or mental assent to a 
religious philosophy of life that they mistakenly think 
entitles them to call themselves Christian. 

The supernatural spiritual new birth, which is the 
heart of true biblical Christianity and the starting point 
of all genuine spiritual life, is something much greater 
than any mere religious philosophy of life. It is the 
divine intervention of God into the life of an individual 
resulting in a personal, spiritual experience that not 
only restores him to fellowship and communion with 
God but creates within him a new spiritual nature 
that changes his entire attitude of mind and outlook 
on life. Men in ignorance and spiritual blindness may 
scoff at the idea of the lives and thoughts and attitudes 
of men being altered and lifted to a new and higher 
plane by a literal spiritual “conversion,” but the fact 
remains that not in all this world is there a material 
power or earthly influence known to man that can 
remotely compare with the transforming power which 
genuine supernatural spiritual regeneration exerts in 
the souls and minds and lives of those thus born again 
from above. 


URGENCY OF INDIVIDUAL DECISION 
It is the good news of the Christian Gospel that this 


divine regeneration is available to all men who will 
receive it as a gift from God. It is not bestowed on the 
grounds of merit but of grace. It is an integral part 
of a present and eternal redemption purchased for 
mankind by Jesus Christ through His death on the 
Cross in man’s stead. Man cannot appropriate it 
through reformation or profession or earn it by good 
works. It can be his only by receiving the living Christ 
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into his heart and life as his personal 
Saviour and divine Lord. In the words 
of Scripture, “As many as received him, 
to them gave he power to become the 
sons of God, even to them that believed 
on his name.” 

The Scriptures emphasize the indi- 
vidual and personal nature of man’s 
acceptance of Jesus Christ and of the 
spiritual new birth that accompanies a 
genuine acceptance. God’s mercy and 
forgiveness and redemption are not ex- 
tended to mankind collectively but to 


each individual. Each is held personally 
accountable to God for his acceptance 
or rejection of Jesus Christ. In the life 
of each individual who receives Him as 
Saviour and Lord, the supernatural 
spiritual new birth is a sacred personal 
experience. This divine recognition of 
each individual is in striking contrast to 
the doctrines of collectivism so widely 
advocated and accepted in this twentieth 
century. It underscores the fundamental 
difference between God’s approach and 






man’s approach to the issues responsible 
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BERNARD W. WISHY 
Instructor in History, Columbia College, and Editor of the forthcoming 
work, A Protocus To Potrrics: Essays of Joun Stuart MIL 


Twentieth-Century life certainly seems to confirm the opinion that our 
times are characterized by a revolt against traditional standards of decency 
and the possibilities of creative intelligence. Deliberate brutality, enslave- 
ment and murder, gas ovens with six million dead, and slave labor camps 
with fifteen million degraded human beings color our political life and 
imaginations. Our political vocabulary is apocalyptic: “total war”, 
conditional surrender”, “massive retaliation”, “agonizing reappraisal”, 
ing at the summit.” (“Is There a Revolt Against Reason?,” 
Science Quarterly, Vol. LXXI, No. 2 [June, 1956], p. 244). 


hi, 
“meet- 
in Political 


ANDREW W. BLACKWOOD 
Professor of Preaching, School of Theology, Temple University 


Here I rest my case, with the plea that the reader lay the matter before 
the Lord in prayer. For the sake of Christ and His Kingdom, for the sake 
of the home church and community, for the sake of your own growth and 
happiness, give yourself to the mastery and preaching of Christian doctrine. 
—in Doctrinal Preaching for Today, p. 208 (published 1956). 


D. M. MACKINNON 
Contributor to a series of studies by members of the Anglican Communion 


. . . For Christians, the methods whereby war is waged today raise problems 
which must be faced. . . . In the light of the revelation of the divine love, 
. we must ask ourselves whether in this hour we are not compelled, be 
the consequences what they may, to say no to such things as the _ 
and the atomic bombs. If we repudiate the morality of the Kremlin, 
must not be simply in order to embrace that of the Pentagon.—in rec 
Faith and Communist Lite (London. MacMillan & Co. Ltd., 1953). 


CHARLES W. LOWRY 
Chairman, Foundation for Religious Action in the Social and Civil Order 


When the Congress of Vienna in 1815 issued its Treaty Document, it in- 
serted . . . the words: ‘In the name of the holy and undivided Trinity.’ 
It -went on to assert the encompassing and uniting reality of Christian 
brotherhood. Since then, Europe has changed, drastically and catastroph- 
ically. What country today would invoke in an official document the 
name and being of God? Yet . . . the Supreme Court of the United States, 
in a momentous decision, said: ‘Our institutions presuppose the existence 
of a Divine Being.’ The State Papers of the United States, from the 
Declaration of Independence and the addresses of George Washington down 
through Abraham Lincoln and up to the present, mark her as unique among 
modern nations in public adherence to religion.—in an address on “The 
State of Christian Civilization Today” in Florence, Italy, as United States 


delegate to the International Convention on Peace and Christian Civilization. 






for the developing world crisis. It indi- 
cates the key to the solution of our 
problems. 


MYTH OF COLLECTIVE SECURITY 


Nations have become imbued with the 
philosophy of man-made collective se- 
curity. The individual has been relegated 
to a less and less significant position as 
man’s approach to the problems of life 
has become more and more universal in 
scope. We have come at last to the place 
where, having expanded our collective 
human efforts to the greatest dimensions 
to which they can be enlarged, we stand 
amid the growing evidences of our fail- 
ure to solve the real problems confront- 
ing us and ask where we should 70 
from here. 

In the light of our experience and the 
eternal facts of life revealed in Holy 
Writ, it is folly to continue further on 
our present course. 


It remains to be seen if men and 
nations will recognize before it is too 
late that there can be no effective solu- 
tion apart from the divine intervention of 
an omnipotent and merciful God. 

That 
through the spiritual regeneration of in- 
dividual men and women. If sought 
and accepted by individuals, it will re- 
flect itself in the attitudes and actions of 
nations. This is the road down which 
the solution to our problems can be 
found. 


divine intervention comes 


GOD AND MODERN GOMORRAH 


It is not a matter of all men being con- 
verted before the impact of God’s divine 
intervention will be felt in national and 
international affairs. God delights in 
mercy and He is the same today as when 
He was willing to spare the entire 
civilization of Sodom and Gomorrah if 
even ten righteous were found within 
their borders. 

The immediate need is twofold. The 
first is for individual men and women to 
respond to the invitation of God’s grace 
and yield themselves unreservedly to 
Jesus Christ. The second is for pro- 
fessing Christian nations to restore real- 
ism to their profession by placing allegi- 
ance to Almighty God ahead of human 
judgment, and obedience to His divine 
council ahead of surrender to the pres- 
sures of expediency. When this is done, 
the dubious rationalizing now so fre- 
quently employed to justify surrender to 
such pressures will give place to firm new 
standards of national integrity based on 
the absolutes of divine revelation and the 
immutable principles of eternal truth. 
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THE MINISTER LOOKS 
AT THE PEW 

Mixed feelings possess the minister in his appraisal of 
the pew, the source of his joy and distress. The vir- 
tues and excellencies of the congregation sustain his 
spirit; the defects and imperfections weigh down his 
soul. The pew displays the paradoxes of loyalty and 
indifference, knowledge and ignorance, humbleness 
and pride, generosity and covetousness, warmth and 
coldness, sincerity and hypocrisy, good and evil. The 
spiritual and the natural are both in evidence. 

Surely one of the gratifying virtues in the life of 
Whether the church is at 
peace or beset with troubles, whether the church is 
prosperous or destitute, a band of devoted members 
exhibits resolute loyalty. Difficult situations beset the 
life of almost every congregation but are overcome by 


a congregation is loyalty. 


the steadfast and the unmovable. The minister, too, 
benefits from this virtue. Whether his gifts be many 
or few, whether his sermons be worthy of praise or 
blame, loyal support rejoices his heart. 

Of inestimable value to church and minister is the 
inner circle of spiritual Christians tound in every 
congregation. They hunger and thirst for the Word; 
they hold up the ministry in prayer; they serve gener- 
ously with their tithes and time. Appreciative, not 
critical, tolerant—they form an oasis in what sometimes 
seems a barren land. 

In spite of the presence of those who hunger for 
the Word, a shock early in the ministerial life is the 
awakening realization that the majority in the pew 
have no desire for a deeper knowledge of the Scrip- 
tures. Even some of the soundest evangelical congre- 
gations have little appetite for the meat of the Gospel. 
Nor may the preacher presuppose any diligent study 
on the part of the pew in preparation for the message. 
He must make the message light and airy to sustain 
interest. He knows that nominal Christians preter 
vague generalities, enhanced by the eloquence of 
Athens, and have no taste for the soul-searching truths 
of Jerusalem. 

Piety displays itself in many varieties before the eyes 
of the pastor. He beholds that ceremonial and ritual 
piety which does not go beyond the outward rites of 
the Church. He perceives with sadness that sabbatical 
piety which limits religion to the first day of the week. 
He views with alarm that negative piety which con- 
sists only of a series (Continued on page 24) 
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PULPIT AND PEW: AN APPRAISAL 


A LAYMAN LOOKS 
AT THE PULPIT 
That the pew should look and listen to the pulpit with 
an appraising eye and an evaluating ear is only proper. 
What minister would desire an audience so docile and 
wooden as to take stolidly all that might be preached 
without a critical analysis of the message? At Berea, 
the Apostle Paul was stimulated by hearers who 
searched the Scriptures daily to see whether he was 
preaching the truth. An enlarged number of spiritual 
descendants of those Berean Christians would prove a 
blessing to both pew and pulpit. 

It is Sunday morning and we sit in the sanctuary, 
quietly and restfully. The setting is of minor impor- 
tance. Whether severe in simplicity or cathedrallike 
in beauty, no aesthetic or worshipful atmosphere can, 
of itself, supply the spiritual needs of mankind. 

Who is sitting in the pews? Men and women, a 
cross section of the complex and cosmopolitan world 
of which we are a part. Some are in financial straits; 
others more fortunate. Some have social and educa- 
tional advantages; others lack both. Here may be 
people with skin of varying color. None of these 
differences is of eternal import, for only two kinds 
of people occupy the pews this morning: those who 
have a saving relationship with Jesus Christ, and those 
who have not. 

But can our complicated lives be so easily cata- 
logued? Do not men and women have multiplied 
problems? Do not Christians represent varied stages 
of development in Christian faith and living? Do not 
these obvious variants in experience demand from the 
pulpit an erudite and all-encompassing concept of the 
Christian ministry and its message? 

There are some in the pew today who feel that 
preaching has tended to complicate rather than to sim- 
plify the Gospel message. By dealing so much with 
the fringe results of sin in disordered lives, it has 
obscured the basic need of every human heart. Some 
hearers would call this an attempt to treat symptoms 
rather than the disease that causes the symptoms. 

The layman needs biblical teaching, and the aver- 
age layman wants it. He needs a dynamic for daily 
living, not simply an ethic a little loftier than his own 
highest aspirations. He needs as much to be told 
where he can get the power to do the thing he knows 
to be right, as to be told what to do. 

Looking over the Sunday morning congregation, 
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made up of only two kinds of people, the redeemed 
and the unredeemed, we are moved to reflection. Are 
not hundreds of sermons wasted, at least in part, be- 
cause they are instructing non-Christians how to act 
like Christians? 

Admittedly, to insist that all sermons be directed to 
those in need of conversion would be foolishness. 
Much of the minister's work must, of necessity, center 
in developing Christians in their knowledge of Chris- 
tian truth and in living as Christians should. But 
many a layman, as he thinks back to his own admis- 
sion into church membership, knows that there was 
no conversion experience with Christ. In fact, it is 
only too likely that he responded to an impersonal in- 
vitation to “join the church,” nothing more. 

Now, sitting quietly in the pew, what is the mes- 
sage he hears? What is the content of that message? 
What is the basis for the sermon? Whence comes 
its authoritative note, if any? Some who listen may be 
impressed by oratory, by impeccable pulpit manners, 
by obvious scholarship, by a clear familiarity with 
world affairs. But the average member of any congre- 
gation has a soul hunger for spiritual bread, that not 
even a glittering homiletical stone can satisfy. 

It is axiomatic, and should not need emphasis, that 
human wisdom can never compensate for divine 
truths. When preaching is saturated with and centered 
in the simple affirmations of the Scriptures, carrying 
with them an authority, a power, and a transforming 
quality, men’s souls are fed. When this sacred source 
of wisdom is ignored, people go away hungry. 

Preaching takes many forms, topical, doctrinal, 
expository, and so forth; all are needed. But preaching 
is real only when centered in the divine revelation 
that is the Word of God. Paul called Scripture the 
sword of the Spirit. It is still quick and powerful; it 
still convicts and convinces; it still lays bare the in- 
most secrets of the human heart; it still shows man both 
how to live and also how to die and live forever. 

The pew serves no good purpose when it contributes 
to an excessive sense either of ministerial insecurity or 
of security. Some occupants of the pew criticize their 
pastor, no matter how well he preaches or how faith- 
fully he serves them. Others would gush over the 
preacher if he got up and repeated a nursery rhyme 
in a pleasing tone with soft modulation. 

Over against these two extremes is that great major- 
ity who sit and take whatever is given them, either 
rejoicing or suffering in silence. The consecrated 
layman, however, belongs neither in the scorner’s seat, 
nor in the gulley of the gushers, nor in the valley 
of affliction. 

The layman has a right to expect certain things 
from the pulpit. We would suggest five. 





Simplicity. The man in the pew is not trained 
technically in theological terms, nor should this be 
necessary. Even the most profound doctrines can be 
presented so that the layman can understand them. 
The simplicity of the Gospel message should never be 
forgotten. 

Authority. The Christian message has a basis in 
authority, the authority of the Scriptures in which 
God has spoken by the Holy Spirit. Without such 
authority, something is lacking, and the pew is easily 
affected by the deficiency. The preacher needs the 
authority derived from God Himself and His revealed 
truth if he would speak to the hearts and lives of other 
men. The biblically based “Thus saith the Lord” still 
impresses the hearer more than the profoundest opin- 
ions of men. 

Power. Power in preaching depends on the pres- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, both in the preparation and 
in the delivery of the sermon. For such power—and 
in human terms it is something both intangible and 
inexplicable—there is no substitute. Human wisdom, 
oratorical flights, literary style, personal opinions, all 
will soon be forgotten. God’s presence in a sermon 
is imparted to its hearers and carried away in the 
heart. On such power from the Holy Spirit rests the 
hope for a repetition of the experience of the men on 
the Emmaus road: “Did not our hearts burn within 
us, while he talked with us by the way, and while he 
opened to us the Scriptures?” 

Urgency. This urgency is not one of a possibly 
imminent world cataclysm. Nor is it an urgency 
having to do with physical, economic, or social well- 
being, important as these may be. The Christian 
ethic, as a matter of personal faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ and as a way of life, is the most important deci- 
sion with which man can be confronted. Until the 
issue between God and man is settled aright there can 
be no right solution of man’s problems with man. 
Jesus expressed the urgency of His own mission to this 
world in the arresting phrase “should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.” “Perishing” is a desperately 
serious matter, and finding the way to prevent it is 
certainly a matter of the greatest urgency. The second 
phase of the Christian faith—how to live as a Chris- 
tian—is also a matter of urgency. In both matters the 
pew needs to capture this sense of urgency from the 
message of the pulpit. 

Decision. A good salesman works for a decision. 
A good agent for Jesus Christ does the same. We lay- 
men need to face up to the universal need for such a 
decision. Only too often we find ourselves confronted 
with an invitation to “join the church.” Such a step 
is a vitally important matter, but man’s first decision 
has to do with the acceptance of Jesus Christ—Who 
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He is and what He did. Many of the problems in in- 
dividual lives, and in the church, stem from the fact 
that only too often such a decision has never been 
made. There are many subsequent decisions the 
Christian must make; in fact, they must be made daily. 
When Christianity becomes a vital reality to the indi- 
vidual, such decisions inevitably follow. 

Finally, the pew should look at the pulpit through 
eyes and from a heart that has prayed for the one 
standing there as a messenger of God. In a true 
sense, he stands as a dying man preaching to dying 
men. He needs and deserves the sympathetic under- 
standing and prayerful support of those to whom he 
ministers. 

The Church moves forward as pew and pulpit 
unite in one common faith and purpose: to know 
Christ and to make Him known. 


THE CHRISTIAN AND 

POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Differing from any other in the world, the American 
political scene reaches heights of asininity and of 
greatness, of fiction and fact, which can easily confound 
even the most astute. 

Despite the defects of political controversy, every 
American should be thankful that, by and large, the 
charges and counter charges of political campaigns are 
projectiles of hot air, not lead, and shou!d glory in the 
fact that he can vote. 

In such an atmosphere Christians, along with all 
others, can be carried away easily by personalities, emo- 
tion, and distortion. In the face of these campaign 
pressures we need the sobering effect of clear judgment, 
a judgment possible only by looking at candidates and 
policies with Christian objectivity. 

An increasing number of individuals refuse blindly 
to follow the dictates of a particular party. This is a 
wholesome trend. There is always a danger, even in 
a republic, of unwittingly absorbing the totalitarian 
philosophy of letting someone else do one’s thinking. 

It should be axiomatic that a Christian should be a 
good citizen. Unfortunately, such is not always the 
case. One outstanding Christian recently metaphori- 
cally threw up his hands in disgust: “Why vote? There 
are but two alternatives—creeping socialism under dif- 
ferent labels.” No doubt there is the danger that a 
large vote enables each party to claim a mandate trom 
the people for compromise measures. But, in a democ- 
racy, where free speech is accorded each citizen, and 
where all can vote according to the dictates of their 
own wills, the government one ultimately lives under 
is the government of his own making or neglect. 


Other Christians, with a wistful idealism, see the 
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world through the thick lenses of an earth-bound pes- 
simism. Because no particular candidate meets their 
idealistic concept, they may be inclined to stay away 
from the polls and in so doing, their idealism is dis- 
sipated into the thin air of wishful thinking. 

What should a Christian do? 

He should exercise his privilege of voting. The secret 
ballot is a privilege which millions are denied today, 
and for which many would make any sacrifice. 

The Christian should also look both at candidates 
as individuals and at the policies they espouse. Let 
him admit realistically that in this world there are no 
perfect candidates, nor are there perfect governments. 

What should the Christian look for? Is the candi- 
date a man of moral rectitude? Does he look upon his 
office as deriving its authority from God, and his per- 
sonal life and administrative acts as under constant 
divine scrutiny? In other words, a Christian should vote 
for the man who, in his judgment, will exercise, di- 
rectly and indirectly, the greatest influence for right- 
eousness at home and abroad. 

A Christian should also evaluate the men by whom 
a candidate surrounds himself, again looking for moral 
principles and personal rectitude. 

Furthermore, a Christian citizen should look at the 
policies espoused by a candirlate and a party. Personal 
and group and sectional admission to the “federal feed 
trough” is an incentive for political affiliation which 
strikes the nadir of selfishness. The national good must 
take priority over personal and sectional advantage. 

Finally, the Christian citizen owes it to himself and 
to his country to pray for divine guidance. The one 
vote cast according to God's holy will, multiplied 
many times, is the strength of a democracy. Those 
ultimately elected are entitled also to the concern and 
consideration enjcined by the apostle Paul: “I exhort 
therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; for 
kings and for all that are in authority . . . For this is 
good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour” 
C1 Tim. 2:1-3). 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP 

AND SPIRITUAL AMBIGUITY 

For the first time the United States shows a church 
membership exceeding 100 million, The latest com- 
pilation of the National Council of Churches’ Yearbook 
of American Churches discloses that the trend begun 
during World War II is continuing; church member- 
ship gains are outstripping population gains. Last year 
church membership increased 2.8%, population 1.8%. 
The total figure, 100,162,529, includes 58,448,000 
Protestants and 33,369,000 Roman Catholics. 
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Does this fact that there are more people in the 
churches, and more professing Christians, signify the 
spiritual revival of the nation? Surely the United 
States today is the lifeline of much of the world’s 
evangelism and missionary effort. And there have been 
heartening evidences of new evangelical earnestness. 

But it would be too much to say that the soul of 
the nation has undergone repeitance and revival. The 
minister who said that “the world at its worst needs 
the Church at its best” did not understate the demands 
posed by our decade. What prospect is there, one uni- 
versity professor in the South has asked, that Chris- 
tians will grow up as fast as the inventors of atomic 
energy work? 

We need a demonstration of Christian superiority 
which is culture-wide, a display of the lordship of 
Christ which extends to every sphere of life on each 
day of the week. The early Christians were bent on a 
maximum experience. Their Christianity not only be- 
gan at the altar of regeneration and repentance, but it 
did not end with formal church membership. Their 
mood was not simply receptive, but appropriative and 
productive. They were dedicated to an obedience to the 
risen Lord’s commands, not to a mere conformity to the 
best standards of society. The cross was for them some- 
thing to live with and by, as well as something to live 
under. That is why they gave their contemporaries a 
demonstration of Christianity superior in awesomeness 
to any of the moral resources paganism could command. 


THE TENUOUS PROSPECT 

OF WORLD PEACE 

To a generation bristling with hope for world peace, 
the article by Lieutenant General William K. Harrison 
may seem like “a counsel of pessimism and despair.” 

But it calls for sober reading, even by those who do 
not share in detail the distinguished general’s eschato- 
logical views. Curistianrry Topay, in the course of 
time, will present representative views of the way in 
which the climax of history is anticipated by evangeli- 
cal Christians sincere in their diflerences. But the 
present article confronts us with a significant judg- 
ment upon the past and the present no less than upon 
the future. 

General Harrison is one of the senior generals of the 
United States Army, and served as United Nations 
truce delegate at Panmunjom. In those tedious trans- 
actions with the Communist generals in Korea, he 
carried in his own heart an anguished world’s hope for 
the end of armed conflict. 

That the general does not share the opinion, wide- 
spread even in ecclesiastical circles today, that the 
United Nations (or any other organization) is the 









world’s best hope for peace, is significant enough. That 
he should find that hope in Jesus Christ alone is a 
refreshing reflection of the biblical emphasis that peace, 
in national as in individual life, is the gift of God. This 
conviction may not be popular, especially in a genera- 
tion whose hopes are sociological and anthropological, 
rather than theological, but that is all the more reason 
it needs to be voiced. 

Solomon’s trust in horses, and ancient Israel’s trust in 
alliance with Egypt, may differ from the modern con- 
fidence in the atomic bomb and in the United Nations, 
but the difference is only one of degree, and not of 
kind. The common factor in both is the neglect of the 
Living God as the final arbiter of the destiny of nations 
and of the fortunes of war and peace. 


BACK TO THE BOTTLE 

THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 

The editors of Life published a special “Christianity” 
issue a year ago. In many respects, the issue was one 
of the finest of its kind in contemporary journalism. 
Among its virtues was the absence, at this otherwise 
lucrative season for such commercials, of liquor ad- 
vertising. 

Like much of the religious interest in America, this 
sentimentality at Christmas has a sequel. A survey of 
fifteen leading publications shows that, during the six 
months January-June, 1956, Life carried more pages of 
liquor advertising than any of its competitors with the 
exception of one. During that period the New Yorker 
carried 221.81 pages, Life 127.80, Time 90.60, News- 
week 89.06, Esquire 79.26, Cue 75.31, Collier's 68.50, 
U.S. News and World Report 59.25, Look 51.00, 
Ebony 50.64, Sports Illustrated 44.98, Holiday 42.91. 

There is little virtue in putting Christ back into 
Christmas if He is ejected the morning after. That is 
like filling Santa’s pack bag with spirits made in Ken- 
tucky, and smuggling them in under the cover of the 
night. 


REFORMATION DAY AND 
PROTESTANT TRADITION 
The theme adopted by the National Council of 


Churches for the observance of Reformation Sunday, 
October 28, is “the continuity of the Christian Church 
in the Protestant tradition.” What a strategic opportu- 
nity to present three great Reformation principles un- 
acceptable to the Roman Catholic Church: (1) Holy 
Scriptures as the sole normal authority for faith and 
life, (2) Justification by faith alone without any merits 
of good works, (3) the priesthood of all believers. The 
Protestant tradition bases doctrine and religious life 
entirely on the Scriptures. 
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MINISTER AND PEW 


(Continued from page 20) he observes the “holier than 
thou” piety which refuses to mingle with publicans 
and sinners. He deplores the noisy piety that glories 
only in the ostentatious and vain-glorious display of 
statistics and visible results. 

In striking contrast to pseudo-piety, the minister 
discovers a proper piety that constantly grows in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ. He perceives 
that those who grow spiritually are those who cultivate 
the means of grace. Humbleness and consciousness of 
imperfection distinguish them from the proud and 
self-righteous. They bear injuries and provocation 
with meekness. Fruits of the Spirit become increas- 
ingly evident in their lives. Charity toward others 
is more than sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. They 
sincerely seek to give pre-eminence to Christ. For 
this genuine piety the minister praises God. 

To his distress, the minister discovers that the loyalty 
of the pew often consists in a loyalty to the local church 
only. Local programs find warm-hearted support 
whereas the world-wide program of evangelization, 
initiated and commanded by the Head of the Church, 
finds only cold-hearted indifference. Indeed, if his 
efforts to inspire a world-wide vision are constantly 
defeated, the flaming ardor of the undershepherd is in 
danger of being quenched by the coldness of the flock. 

Puzzling is the pew’s attitude that the battle for 
souls and the fight against evil should be waged by the 
minister alone. The notion prevails that the preacher 
alone must draw the sinner into the church and cleanse 
the community of evils. Military battles are not fought 
by the officers alone. Yet the battle against evil is 
a thousand times more important and difficult. Christ 
gave no statement, “the ministry is the salt of the 
earth.” Nor did He command, “Go ye, clergy, and 
make disciples of all nations.” Yet that is the prevailing 
impression on the part of the pew. 

The pulpit must constantly guard against those who 
would secularize the Church by changing it into a 
social club. The pew may be motivated by a desire 
to attract the ungodly into the church. “See,” they 
say in effect, “we are not so narrow or unworldly as 
reputed. We have the same pleasures you enjoy.” 
However, the minister knows that the way for 
Christians to attract the unchurched is not by aping 
their pleasures but by proving that the Christians’ 
pleasures are infinitely superior. The Church should 
be known as the source of spiritual comforts and pleas- 
ures for which many in the world hunger and thirst. 
Would that the passion of the pew were to make the 
world spiritual rather than the church worldly! 
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Embarrassing to the minister are questions pertain- 
ing to stipend. He takes heart, however, in observing 
that even the secular press is sounding the alarm about 
the inadequate compensation of ministers. “The 
noblest profession of them all” is the estimation often 
heard, but the insincerity of that phrase on the lips 
of some is seen in their modest reimbursement of the 
“noblest,” in contrast with their compensation of other 
professional men, for instance, the lawyer or physician. 
Perhaps such reluctant supporters regard estates and 
bodies of greater value than souls. A Puritan divine 
made the telling comment that pastors should have 
tithes that they may have a fellow feeling of the 
people’s loss, and a fellow comfort in their increases. 
The Lord made adequate provision for the priest of 
the old dispensation; the church should do likewise 
for the minister of the new. 

The empty pew, alas, cannot be overlooked. It con 
fronts the vision of the minister constantly. It is a 
silent yet expressive witness of a preference for the 
radio and television above the pulpit. It attests to the 
increasing number of Sunday leaves of absence. The 
empty pew becomes vocal only at Easter and Christ 
mas—with groans caused by unaccustomed loads. Like 
a tombstone the empty pew gives cemeterial atmos 
phere to the church. It witnesses of the dead. 

Bitterness, wrath, envyings, strife, faction, and divi 
sions pervade the church in the twentieth century as 
well as in the first century. These sins are engendered 
often by the union of petty spirits with small-minded 
ness. Until the world can say “How these Christians 
love one another” instead of “How these Christians 
dislike one another,” Christianity can make no deep 
impact on the life of the world. Jerome records the 
tradition that when the apostle John was old and 
feeble, he was carried by young men to the meetings. 
He could no longer say much, but he repeated the 
words, “Little children, love one another.” When 
asked why he constantly repeated the same words, 
he would reply, “Because this is the command of the 
Lord, and because enough is done if but this one thing 
be done.” 

Would that the evaluation of the twentieth-century 
church were written by Him whose “eyes were as a 
flame of fire.” He would write of the labor, of the 
patience, of the zeal, of the tribulation, of the faith 
fulness, and of the charity evidenced in the life of the 
membership. Also He would write of the abatement 
of first love, of the avarice of modern Balaams, of the 
toleration of heresy, of the decline of good works, of 
the submission to seductive Jezebels, of the deadness, 
of the lukewarmness, and of the miserable poverty 


of those rich in material goods but poor in spirit. 














October 29, 1956 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 








EUTYCGHUS and his kin 











HALLOWEEN REFORMATION 


Would you be interested in publishing 
my forthcoming pamphlet, Survival in a 
‘Trick or Treat’ Raid? Halloween, it 
concludes, is not only here to stay, but 
will enjoy the same cancerous growth 
other American holidays have known. 

First-aid is offered to stricken parents. 

Have you thought of sending your child- 
ren out early to ring doorbells, so that 
their accumulated loot may be used for 
your free distribution? 
- Another suggestion for your readers: 
Wrapping candy corn in Gospel tracts 
can’t be the best way to bring a Christian 
witness at Halloween. Why not show 
old-fashioned Christian hospitality to 
charm the hoboes, clowns, and other 
rubber-faced baboons that appear for 
this junior shakedown? 

Since writing this informative booklet 
I have been hearing more about “Ref- 
ormation Day.” Apparently it was no 
accident that Martin Luther nailed up 
his ninety-five theses on the eve of All 
Saints’ Day. The indulgences Luther 
was attacking went on sale that day. Pic- 
ture a priest posting anti-bingo placards 
on the eve of the annual parish carnival! 
Perhaps if we took Reformation Day 
more seriously we could awaken our 
neighbors from a misty reverence for 
Halloween as a ritual of the American 
Way of Life to a concern about the 
Gospel which is The Way of Life. 

If Reformation Day only means stag- 
ing successful rallies, however, the term 
should be used with apologies. Luther's 
sense of timing was not that of an ad- 
vertising executive but of a soldier. 
“Here I stand” . . . He challenged the 
lie with his life. His strong views are 
now discounted as products of his rude 
Modern ecclesiastical crusading 
moves in an atmosphere of sweetness 
and light. Martin Luther breathed the 
fire of love, which is quite different—love 
for deluded souls destroyed by a works 
teligion, love for Jesus Christ in whose 
tighteousness alone he was justified by 
grace. The Reformation was an on- 
slaught of love on specific errors at the 
tight time and place: The castle church 
door on All Saints’ eve. 


age. 


Your humble scribe, 
EUTYCHUS 





DEUTERO-EUTYCHUS 

Why not just sign Butychus’s real 
name—Norman Vincent Peale? 

New York City A.D.E. 
TRITO-EUTYCHUS 

...++ You can’t keep it secret for long, so 


why don’t you say so now? Merv Rosell 
is your reticent scribe. . . . 


Los Angeles 
HELLENIC INFLUENCE 


. . . + It reads to me as if you've hired 
Simeon Stylites on the side. . 
Wheaton, IIl. 


D.T. 


A.R. 
GRAVITY IN THE PREACHER 


Perhaps there is an element of peril in 
your feature “Preacher in the Red.” 
Through the years I have often called 
the attention of students and ministers 
to Brooks’ warning in his Yale Lectures 
. . . On page 58 he says: “Refrain from 
all joking about congregations, flocks, 
parish visits, the mishaps of the pulpit, 
or the makeshifts of the study. Such 
joking . . . takes the bloom off a young 
minister’s life.” Jowett wrote much the 
same. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


READER 


@ CurisTIANiry Topay endorses this 
counsel against pulpit entertainment. But 
it also finds virtue in the minister's ability 
to laugh at himself when others discover 
that he shares their fallibility and dis- 


composure.—Ep. 


UNEMBARRASSED PULPIT 


. . . When a paper goes to laymen, it 
ought to stress the authority of the pulpit, 
not its fallibility. . . . ° 

Philadelphia, Pa. CoNTRIBUTOR 


FIFTY CENT WAGER 


...+ The burden of proof rests on you: 
and the odds seem too long to make a $5 


gamble the least bit attractive. 50c yes, 
but $5 no! 
Oxbow, N.Y. DonaLp VISSCHER 


THEOLOGIANS WANTED 


I enclose my check . . . . What we need 
today is a living, aggressive, Protestant, 
evangelical, theological magazine. Elimi- 
nate the preacher editors; maintain a staff 
of about a dozen theological men who 





know what they are talking about, one 
for each major field of Christian life. . 
Cleveland, O. 


LeRoy HENsEL 


BY WIRE 
CONGRATULATIONS ON . 
FIRST ISSUE 

NEW YORK CITY 


- « A SPLENDID 


STANLEY HIGH 


CONGRATULATIONS .. . TIMELY, NEWS- 
WORTHY AND MEATY 
MINNEAPOLIS GEORGE WILSON 


SPLENDID START BE ASSURED OF 
CONTINUED PRAYERS IN THIS LARGE AND 
CRUCIAL MINISTRY 


PASADENA, CALIF. F.F.T. 


CONGRATULATIONS, CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
- . « FIRST ISSUE HAS WARMTH, VITALITY 
AND DIGNITY EXCELLENT START. 
KEEP IT UP. 

WILLIAM BRUSSEAU 
PASADENA, CALIF. WESTMINSTER FILMS 


FIRST MAIL BAG 


Full of top-rate material for worthy use 
of one’s time . . . Some of the advertis- 
ing seems a bit ‘Pathfinderish’ . . . 


Pasadena, Calif. H.B. 
Faith is such a vital element in 
mental survival stamina . You are 


dealing with the most decisive element 
in politics and diplomacy, as develop- 
ments have shown. 

Epwarp HunTer 


Port Washington, N.Y. 
First issue is terrific. Just what we 
preachers need. It certainly meets a 
need in my study. 

LaverRNE E. RonreaucH 
Biglerville, Pa. 


Vol. 1, No. 1, arrived today and is two- 
thirds devoured now, with no complaints. 
I especially appreciate your Book of the 
Month department (so far). 


Havelock, Ontario. K. Martin 


I quite approve the motive and attitude 
and plans of the magazine. 
Cuarves Ernest Scotr 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
Long has evangelical Christianity needed 


a publication such as this. 


Newberry, S.C. 


Put Jones 


a >. 
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THE BIBLE: ‘Text of the Month 


And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God (Matt. 16:16). 


The majority of ministers face two problems in preparing 


sermons. The first is lack of time, because of the many 


demands made upon the average minister. The second is the 


scarcity of books for research. In this space each month 
CuRISTIANITY Topay will provide the results of textual research 


to assist and to stimulate the busy minister in his preparation. 


€This is a simple but satisfactory Con- 
fession of Faith. We should always be 
ready to give an answer to those who 
would know what we believe on a matter 
so central as the person and nature of our 
Lord. A mistake on this point would in- 
volve all our religion in failure. If He is 
not to us the Christ, the Lord’s Anointed, 
and “the Son of the living God,” we know 
not Jesus aright.—C. H. Spurcgon. 


€\We feel the force of it better in this and 
many passages of the Gospels, by using 
the Hebrew word Messiah. “Thou” is 
expressed in the Greek, and therefore 
emphatic. . . . The earliest disciples of 
Jesus, including Simon Peter, at once 
concluded that He was the Messiah (John 
1:41, 49). But He proceeded to act so 
had been 
reared to expect of the Messiah, that they 


differently from what they 
would naturally become uncertain even 
as John felt in his prison. Again and 
again, however, some work or word would 
persuade them afresh. . .. We understand 
the importance of this confession when 
we hear a Jew of the present time an- 

I that 


nounce his conviction 
Jesus of Nazareth is the Messiah.—Joun 


new-found 


]. Broapus. 


"As was to be expected from his im- 
petuous character, and personal superi- 
ority, as well as from the future standing 
already assigned him in John 1:42, Peter 
assumes the part of a spokesman, and in 
a decided and solemn manner declares 
Jesus to be the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God. 
the work 


then, 


Both elements combined, 
and the constituted 
as thev always do, the sum of the 
Christian confession. Compare Matthew 
26:63; John 11:27, 20:31; Philippians 
2:11; 1 John 2:22ff.—H. A. W. Meyer. 


pers mn 


THE MEANING OF ‘’CHRIST’’ 


“The name Christ in Greek, Messiah 
in Hebrew, bearing as it does, the par- 


26 ° 


ticipial or adjective sense of anointed, 
was capable of being applied, and actually 
was applied, in the earlier parts of Scrip- 
ture, to a variety of persons. Because 
the high priest was emphatically the 
anointed one at the first institution of 
the tabernacle worship, he is therefore 
called “the priest, the Christ” (Heb. 
kamschiach, Lev. 4:3). After the insti- 
tution of the kingly office, and the setting 
apart of him who bore it by an act 
of consecration with oil, he became, in 
a peculiar sense, the Lord’s anointed, 
or the Christ of the Lord, as Saul is once 
and again designated by David (1 Sam. 
12:3, 5). Hannah, however, at the 
close of her song of praise, has already 
given the word a loftier direction—not 
without respect, it may be, to the more 
immediate bearers of the royal dignity, 
but still more especially pointing to one 
who should gather into his person the 
highest powers and prerogatives asso- 
ciated with the chosen people, and give 
them a world-wide development; for she 
speaks of the Lord “exalting the horn 
of his Messiah” (anointed), so as, at 
the same time, to “judge the ends of the 
earth.” In Psalm 2, the Lord’s Christ 
is He who is God’s Son by way of emi- 
nence, and who receives the heritage of 
earth to its utmost bounds as His sure 
possession. In Daniel 9:25, 26, we 
find the term applies to the expected 
deliverer, without the article or any ac- 
companying epithet, precisely as a proper 
name.—IMPERIAL Bratz Dictionary. 

“The importance of this first express 
acknowledgement of Jesus as the Christ 
or the Messiah, even by His own chosen 
followers, arises from the fact that all his 
public actions hitherto implied a claim 
to that exalted character, and that in 
consequence the truth of this claim was 
essential to the proof, not only of His 
public mission but of His personal 
veracity. The claim itself had refer- 
ence to the clear prediction of a Great 


Deliverer in the ancient prophecies, ex- 
pressly called Messiah, or Anointed, both 
by David (Ps. 2:2) and by Daniel 
(9:25), and by implication so described 
in all the Scriptures which exhibit Him 
as filling the great theocratical offices of 
Prophet, Priest, and King, in which the 
previous incumbents only held His place 
till He should come, and to which they 
were set apart by unction, the ap 
pointed symbol of those spiritual gifts 
which fitted men for these high func 
tions, and which He was to possess with 
out measure. All this Jesus claimed, 
and all this Peter acknowledged Him to 
be, not only as a private individual when 
the truth was first suggested to him by 
his brother Andrew, but now as it wer 
ex officio, in the name of all the twelve, 
and in iesponse to an authoritative ques 
tion from the Lord Himself.—J. A. 
ALEXANDER. 


€“Thou art the Christ,” the very person 
promised from the foundation of the 
world. Thou art “the Seed of the woman, 
in. whom all nations are to be blessed”: 
the Shiloh that was to come, before that 
the sceptre should finally depart from 
Judah; “the Son of David, that shall 
reign over his kingdom for ever and 
ever.” Thou art He “of whom Moses 
and the prophets have written” so much, 
and in whom all that they have writ 
ten shall be accomplished.—CHar.es 
SIMEON. 


“Christ was anointed with the oil of 
gladness above His fellows; i.e., above 
those who possessed with Him a fellow 
ship or similarity of office, as types ol 
Himself. Aaron was anointed High 
Priest; Saul was anointed King; Elisha 
was anointed Prophet; Melchisedec, King 
and Priest; Moses, Priest and Prophet; 
David, King and Prophet; yet none was 
ever anointed to the union and compre- 
hension of all these offices together, but 
the Christ of God.—Horak SoxrrariAe. 


THE SON OF THE LIVING GOD 


“Jesus Christ is the Son of the living 
God and that means He is a person of the 
same substance and nature with God. 
As man begets his like, so God begets 
His like, and He is His only begotten 
Son.—THomas Goopwin. 


©The term “Son of God” was under- 
stood by the Jews as of so high an import, 
that when Jesus claimed that title, he 
was considered as affecting an equality 
with Jehovah, and actually “making him- 
self God.” In this sense Peter acknowl- 
edged him to be, not a mere man, but 
infinitely above all created beings, 
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“Emmanuel, God with us,” even “God 
over all, blessed for evermore.”—CHARLES 
SIMEON. 


€Peter calls Christ, who was the Son of 
man, the “Son of the living God”; not in 
that or on that account whereon he is 
the Son of man, but because he is 
peculiarly, in respect of another nature 
than that wherein he is the Son of man, 
the Son of the living God. And if 
Peter had intended no more in this as- 
sertion but only that he was one among 
the sons of God, how doth he 
answer that question, “But whom say ye 
that I am?” being exceptive to what 
others said, who yet affirmed that he was 
, prophet, one come out from God, and 
favored of Him. It is evident that it is 
something much more noble and divine 
that is here affirmed by Him, in this 
solemn confession of him on whom the 
church is built.—Joun Owen. 


many 


‘In this confession, the conglomeration, 
gathering together so many articles 
in the Greek set afore every word, is as 
so many stars that call us to behold this 
eminency of His sonship and generation. 
[his emphasis on every word in that 
small sentence, “Thou art that Christ; 
that Son of that God, that living God”; 
the like indigitation is never used but 
for some special intent, according to the 
nature of the matter spoken of. It is 
\bserved by some that the article o huios, 
the Son, is given to none but to this 
Son; lo, here it is also put to every word 
besides, when His sonship is solemnly 
proclaimed.—THomas Goopw1n. 


"God is said to be the living God, 
in contradistinction from idol deities, and 
is the author of life and its blessings. 
See John 6:69; Acts 8:37; 9:20; 1 John 
+: 15; 5:5 Peter’s confession was 
tull, clear, and explicit, bringing out the 
two-fold nature of Christ as born of 
man, and yet the Son of God, as both 
human and divine—a view so much in 
dvance of the Jewish conception of the 
\lessiah that our Lord declares it to have 
been communicated to him by a revela- 
tion from bcaven.—Jonn J. Owen. 


PRACTICAL APPLICATION 


"Beg of Christ that He would anoint 
Himself king in our hearts, and prophet 
and priest in our hearts, to do what He 
did, to know His will as a prophet, to 
rule in us as a king, and to stir up prayers 
in us as a priest.—RicHarp Srsses. 


"Jesus our hope, is Jehovah’s Messiah. 
He became Jesus, assuming human flesh, 
for the sake of His people; and as Jesus, 


or the Saviour, was anointed or became 


Christ, to complete their salvation. What 
wonderful love is implied under this 
term to: poor sinners! He was, and is 
and ever will be the anointed one for 
their sakes. With what joy and celerity 
did Andrew run to meet his brother Peter, 
and with what a beautiful abruptness 
did he tell him: We have found the 
Messiah! The message was too welcome 
to be locked up; and doubtless Andrew, 
like most other young converts, would 
have been glad to communicate what he 
knew, and impart what he felt, to all the 
world.—Horak SoLirarRiAE. 


“Hence learn we to renounce all kings, 
priests, and prophets, in comparison of 
Christ; He is a priest to redeem, and a 
prophet to teach and reveal the mys- 
teries of God, and He is the king to 
execute all God's drinstitn, —"iangsan 
GoopwIn. 


With Peter let us confess that Jesus 
is our Prophet, Priest, and King. Let us 
acknowledge Him: “Thou art my 
Prophet, my infallible teacher; Thou art 
my Priest, who has made atonement for 
me; Thou art my King, to whom I will 
render obedience.” It 
fession that constitutes 


is such a 
a Christian. 


con- 


When the Apostles went about pro- 
claiming this confession, what happened? 
Christians were placed in prison; some 
were burned at the stake; were 
thrown to lions; and some were crucified. 
The forces of Satan in all their hellish 
power sought to destroy the young 
Church. But the Church prevailed be- 
cause she proclaimed that Jesus was the 
Messiah, the Prophet, Priest, and King of 
God. During the dark ages the Church 
began to revise Peter’s confession, 
effect. Man was cast in the role 
mediator between God and man; and 
man’s loyalty was to man. The Refor- 
mation rediscovered the confession of 
Peter and proclaimed it with triumph 
in spite of persecution. The Church 
today needs to rediscover the centrality 
of this confession. Such a 
focusing may well kindle the 
fre so long awaited. 


some 


in 


great re- 


revival 


“Those who would make this confes- 
sion sincerely must receive supernatural 
assistance. Jesus said to Peter, “Flesh and 
blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but 
my Father who is in heaven.” No man 
has eyes to see this truth, till the veil is 
removed from his heart, and his under- 
standing is enlightened by the Spirit of 
God. The Apostle John declared in his 
first Epistle, “No man can say that Jesus 


is the Lord, but by the Holy Spirit.” 
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Spiritual Results 


with the kind of | 
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GOSPEL LIGHT 
Sunday School Lessons 


BIBLE BASED 
Gospel Light lessons systematically 
guide the Sunday school student 
through the whole Bible. You who are 
teachers gain eager interest at once. 
Classes grow. 


CHRIST CENTERED 

Pupils have constant opportunity to 
become personally acquainted with 
Jesus Christ both as Savior and as 
Lord, for He is the central figure of 
Gospel Light lessons. 


CORRECTLY GRADED 

Developed by experienced educators, 
Gospel Light lessons are correctly 
graded for each year through high 
school. Excellent preschool and adult 
courses are also available. The lessons 
are not dated. You can start using 
them any time. Leftover copies will 
not be wasted. 


CHURCH RELATED 

When you teach Sunday school with 
the aid of Gospel Light lessons, your 
pupils develop church consciousness 
and loyalty. This increases church 
membership and interest in the entire 
church program. 


Please examine Gospel Light lessens at your 
local Christian bookstore or write for further 
information. 


1214 So. Brand Blvd. 





Please send me your folder giving complete 
a on Gospel Light lessons — plus a chart 

**How to Organize Your Sunday School.’ 
Dept. CT-10 


Nome 





Address 





City. Zone___ State 





Position in Sunday School or Church. 


Church. 





4 GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


* Glendale 4, Calif 






















































































2 


~“I 















































WORLD NEWS 


Conflict of the Gospel with Paganism: 








MINISTERS FAVOR EISENHOWER 8&8 to 1 
A poll by Curistianrry Topay of representative Protestant clergymen from all 
sections of the United States revealed a strong preference for Eisenhower over 
Stevenson in the November election for the Presidency. 
Tabulation of 1,474 postcards from ministers, selected at random among all 
denominations, showed the following results: 


> Eisenhower—85 per cent. 

P Stevenson—11 per cent. 

> Undecided—4 per cent. 

The Eisenhower-Nixon ticket was marked on 1,248 cards, with Stevenson 
Kefauver favored on 160. Those undecided numbered 61. Only five ministers 
expressed their preference for a Prohibition candidate. 

In marking their cards, the clergymen were asked to show “why” by checking 
any or all of seven reasons. The count came out as follows: 


1. Personal stature of the candidates. Eisenhower, 1,017; Stevenson, 75. 

2. Nominee of my political party. Eisenhower, 158; Stevenson, 34. 

3. Party platform. Eisenhower, 201; Stevenson, 55. 

4. Religious views of candidates. Eisenhower, 555; Stevenson, 13. 

5. Attitude toward corruption in government. Eisenhower, 432; Stevenson, 24. 


». Moral and spiritual emphasis. Eisenhower, 854; Stevenson, 22. 


ic 


Stand on racial desegregation. Eisenhower, 230; Stevenson, 19. 

The poll total showed that 1,117 of those preferring Eisenhower this year also 
voted for him in 1952. He was favored by 105 who did not vote in 1952 and 28 
announced they would switch their 1952 vote from Stevenson to Eisenhower. 
Stevenson’s total showed 97 of the 160 voted for him in 1952, with 41 planning 
to switch from Eisenhower. 

In the undecided group of 66, 36 voted for Eisenhower in 1952 and 14 for 
Stevenson. The remaining 16 did not vote. 

\ breakdown of some of the major states listed the following counts, with the 
first figure for Eisenhower and the second for Stevenson: 


> Alabama, 14-3; Arizona, 10-0; Arkansas, 16-0; California, 83-12; Colorado, 18-2; 
Florida, 29-6; Georgia, 18-9; Illinois, 133-22; Indiana, 41-2; Iowa, 35-3; Kansas, 
31-3; Kentucky, 14-5; Louisiana, 11-1; Maine, 13-1; Maryland, 21-4; Massachusetts, 
24-4; Michigan, 61-1; Minnesota, 31-0; New Jersey, 31-3; New York, 43-9; North 
Carolina, 49-6; Ohio, 61-8; Oklahoma, 23-4; Pennsylvania, 74-1; Tennessee, 28-2; 
Texas, 34-1; Virginia, 25-14; Wisconsin, 44-2. 

Several ministers said they did not believe in voting, because of non-resistance 
and other reasons. One said “I pray that God might supply His man.” 

\ majority of the clergymen answered, in a variety of ways, this question on the 
poll card: “What specific change for the better in American affairs do you desire 
from vour candidate if elected?” 


Here is a sampling of the reasons: 


For Eisenhower 

. “Lifting of the 
. . “Less centralized 
. . “Foreign and domestic policies consistent with Christian 
. “More emphasis on spiritual things.” 


> “Clean government. Work even more ardently for peace.” 
moral and spiritual life of the American people as a whole.” 
national government.” . 
principles.” . . “Much stronger stand 
against Communism at home and abroad.” . . . “Back to sane, sensible, Constitutional 


government.” . . . “Stronger stand against labor unions. Less foreign spending.” 


For Stevenson 
> “Seoregated schools. Better farm program.” 
God, especially the Sabbath.” . 


“Recognizing and honoring 
. . “Stabilized farm income and protection for small 
business.” . . . “Improved foreign relations. Tax burden off those less able to pay. 
Lifting of draft.” . . . “Stronger hold on moral issues by the President and those 
who support him in his work.” . . . “Restoration to a position of real leadership in 
world affairs.” . . . “Less interference in state affairs by the Federal Government.” 

President Eisenhower is a Presbyterian. Stevenson is a Unitarian, recently affiliated 
with the Presbyterians. 


28 ¢ 


Strangely Hushed 

The death of an American missionar 
pilot, shot down while dropping Scripture 
leaflets over a Mexican village, has been 
strangely hushed. 

Secular news agencies have had little 
to say about the story because of the 
blind alleys and blank walls encountered 
in trying to run down the facts. 

As far as can be determined, this js 
what happened: 

On September 21, over one month 
ago, Ancel Allen, a missionary pilot, was 
shot down and killed in the crash of a 
small borrowed plane as he flew over the 
village of San Sebastian, dropping copies 
of the Gospel of John to villagers. 

Allen was seen as he made three ver 
low runs over the town. At the end of 
the third run, a volley of rifle shots was 
heard and the plane crash-landed beyond 
the town. . 

Native villagers, the first to arrive at 
the scene, carried off the pilot’s wrist 
watch, rings and other valuables. There 
was much speculation that he survived 
the landing and was killed by fanatics 
who objected to the Protestant propa- 
ganda. Several bullet holes were in the 
plane and the body. 

Official versions of the crash minimized 
the possibility that the plane was shot 
down and emphasized the probability 
that it was overloaded. 

A native of Ogden, Indiana, and a 
World War II Air Force veteran with 
17 years of flying experience back of 
him, Allen had arrived in Mexico with 
his wife six weeks before. They were in 
dependent missionaries. 

Mrs. Allen claimed the body on the 
day after the crash and burial was held 
in the nearby city of Toluca. 

Other missionary pilots have lost their 
lives in Mexico before, but none have 
been shot down. Observers interpret the 
incident as a possible renewing of efforts 
by fanatics to stem the tide of mission- 
—J.H.R. 


ary activity in Mexico. 


Life in One Paragraph 

W. G. B— Jr., 45, who said he was 
“born” into the Christian ministry and 
later served congregations in Washing 
ton, D. C. before making a fortune in 
California insurance, tearfully told police 
that his beautiful secretary was kissing 


him when he killed her. 


CHRISTIANITY ‘Topay subscribes to 
Religious News and Evangelical Press 
services. 









ee 


oa 


to 
SS 





jeRusALEM + JUDEA + SAMARIA 









Octeber 29, 1956 














Oil for Troubled Waters 


Henry Martyn, noted missionary to 
India and first translator of the New 
Testament into the Persian language, 
was traveling from the Persian Gulf to 
the city of Shiraz in 1811 to perfect 
his version. 

He made the following enfry in his 
diary: 

“We arrived at the foot of the moun- 
tains, at a place where we seemed to 
have discovered one of nature’s ulcers. 
A strong, suffocating smell of naphtha 
announced something more than ordi- 
narily foul in the neighborhood. We saw 
a river. What flowed in it, it seemed 
dificult to say, whether it were water 
or green oil,” 

This “green oil” was to play a tremen- 
dous part in the political, economic and 
religious history of Iran (Persia) in the 
twentieth century. The presence of 
this bad-smelling naphtha in South Iran 
made it so necessary for the Allies 
to prevent the country from falling into 
Hitler’s hands during World War II. 
Nationalization of the oil industry in 
1951 brought Iran before the eyes of 
the world and almost brought her to 
destruction. With this problem seem- 
ingly solved, an international group in 
South Iran is engaged in the production 
and distribution of the oil. 

This year, another announcement cap- 
tured the world’s interest. Drillers had 
struck oil in North Iran near the city 
of Qum, about 100 miles north of 
Teheran. Observers said the oil burst 
forth with a mighty roar, waking all 
the residents. For several weeks it was 
impossible to stop the guyser. Several 
oil lakes formed. 

The new well, considered the largest 
in the world, can supply alone all the 
needs of Iran. More than ever, the 
envious eyes of neighbors have been 
turned toward the priceless treasures in 
the barren deserts of Iran. 

An immediate effect of the discovery 
will be the change of Qum from just a 
shrine city to a booming oil town. 

A large gilded dome covers the grave 
of one of the female descendants of 
Mohammed, and this place of pilgrimage 
for Shi'ite Moslems is visited every year 
by tens of thousands seeking healing and 
forgiveness. Qum also is the main center 
of theological training in Iran. Some 
10,000 men are there «preparing to be- 
come the preachers and teachers of 
Islam. 


Shi'ite Moslems consider non-Moslems 
to be unclean. The religious people of 
Qum have been so devoted to their 
shrine that it has been very difficult for 
Christian missionaries to do any work in 
this “holy city.” 

Now, however, the city will be over- 
run by oil men and a new opportunity 
may be given the Church to preach the 
Gospel of a Living Saviour in the city 
of a dead saint. —W.M.M. 


Garden of Evangelism 


A lovely Persian garden, located 10 
miles from Teheran at the foot of the 
snow-capped Alborz Mountains, has been 
the ideal home for nine years of a 
summer school of evangelism. 

Those who attend for three years and 
complete the nine-months course receive 
a diploma. Seventeen have graduated, 
but scores of others, unable to remain for 
the full course, have returned to their 
homes throughout Iran to serve Christ 
with greater devotion. 

Five young men formed the latest grad- 
uating class. Two were Armenians, one 
was an Assyrian and two were sons of 
Moslem converts. 

Christian workers assert: 


“These little springs of spiritual life 
will be more important for the Kingdom 
of God than the great oil wells of Iran.” 


Discovery Revealed 

The discovery of what appears to be 
the first unopened royal tomb of the 
Hyksos period ever unearthed has been 
reported by Hebrew University archaeol- 
ogists working in the area of the biblical 
town of Tel Hazor in northern Galilee. 

The Hyksos, or “shepherd kings,” were 
the earliest invaders of Egypt, conquer- 
ing it without a blow about 1685 B.C., 
according to Josephus, who also identified 
them as Israelites. 

Hyksos and their. people held sway 
over Egypt throughout the 15th-17th 
dynasties, approximately 511 years, until 
driven out by a rebellion. Some 240,000 
of these desert people then migrated back 
to Judea, where they built Jerusalem. 

Findings at the torab have not been 
announced. 


Digest... 
> Site of Old Testament city of Gibeon 


found and water system excavated by 


seven American archaeologists. 
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Buddhism Turns Worldly 


After several months in office, the 
Ceylon government of Prime Minister 
Solomon W. R. D. Bandaranaike has 
calmed down from its extreme racialism. 

The government, elected on a slogan 
of “Sinhalese Only,” set free a burst of 
Sinhalese nationalism which erupted into 
violence when the bill was debated and 
passed by Parliament. 

“Sinhalese Only” was widely under- 
stood to mean that Sinhalese would be 
the official language, while Tamil and 
English would be relegated to a position 
of spoken vernaculars only. Friend and 
foe suspected the sincerity of Bandara- 
naike on the language problem, since he 
is one of the nation’s leading orators in 
English. The government recently has 
given discreet hints of fairer treatment 
for Tamil and English. 

Bandaranaike came to power largely 
because he was supported by Buddhist 
priests, ayurvedic (native) physicians and 
village school teachers who knew only 
Sinhalese. The aim of the more active 
priests apparently is to turn Ceylon into 
a Buddhist state, in which government 





money will be used to promote Buddhist 
enterprises, with little or no money for 
Hinduism, Islam and Christianity. Budd- 
hists, however, strongly disapprove of any 
control by the government. 

Ceylon’s burning question is this—can 
the present government keep the team of 
priests, village doctors and teachers mov- 
ing forward after the carrot of “Sinhalese 
Only” has been removed? Trouble is 
anticipated. 

Any revision of the status quo is an 
opportunity for a fresh proclamation of 
the Gospel. Never before have Christian 
pastors in Hindu areas of Ceylon had so 
little opposition to the preaching of the 
Gospel. —W.R.H. 


Scoffs from Clergy 

Protestant clergymen in Hong Kong, 
who served for years as missionaries in 
China, scoffed at a statement reportedly 
made by Anglican Bishop K. H. Ting of 
Chekiang that he did “not know of a 
single Christian leader who was executed 
by the Chinese Communist government.” 

Dr. Eugene L. Smith, vice president 
for foreign missions of the National 
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Council of Churches, said recently in 
Washington that Bishop Ting made the 
Statement to him at a meeting of the 
World Council of Churches’ central com- 
mittee in Hungary last August. 

Missionaries in Hong Kong said a 
number of Christian leaders were put to 
death in China as “counter-revolution- 
aries.” They charged this designation was 
employed by the Communists to “cover 
up” the fact that the Christians were 
executed for their religious activity. 

A spokesman said “the Reds are put- 
ting on a smile campaign for the western 
world.” 

“Some people are falling for it,” he 
said. “Meanwhile, Christianity is dying 
in China and being replaced by a new, 
political ‘thought-religion.’” 


Slogan for Olympics 

“You can’t win without Christ” will 
be the slogan for the Open Air Cam- 
paigners of Australia in their big evange- 
listic drive during the Olympic Games 
November 22 through December 8. 

Said Chairman Harry McKeon: 

“Melbourne will be flooded with visi- 
tors from the four corners of the earth— 
people from behind the Iron Curtain, 
people from behind the Bamboo Curtain 
—needy souls from lands where Gospel 
preaching is forbidden. These people, for 
several weeks, will be open to the mes- 
sage of salvation.” 

Melbourne will be zoned and each day 
12 Gospel vans will be taken by teams 
to various areas. 

Several American organizations, in- 
cluding Gideons International, have pro- 
vided great quantities of Bibles, Scripture 
portions and tracts for the campaign. 


Digest... 

> A shipload of Australian Methodists 
—360 of them—leave Sydney next June 
for an inspection tour of the church's 
missions in the Pacific. Methodists work- 
ing in the Fiji, Samoa and Tonga areas 
more than 100 years. Early missionaries 
ran risk of ending in the cooking pot. 

> More than 1,300 Rhodesian Afri- 
cans, members of religious group living 
in slum area at Port Elizabeth, ordered 
out of South Africa. Presence said “il- 
legal.” 

> Evangelical Fellowship of Ceylon, 
formed by laymen with support of wom- 
en, takes Gospel to more than 400,000 
with sound truck, Thousands of Scrip- 
tures distributed. Bible School for train- 


ing of native evangelists recently started. 
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New Drive by Old Church 


The Synod of Waldensian Church, 
reported to be the oldest Protestant de- 
nomination in the world, has announced 
its interest in evangelization and co- 
( jperation. 

A resolution was adopted in favor of 
periodical meetings with the Methodist 
Church in Italy to examine the work of 
evangelization and closer cooperation. 

The Waldensian Church originated 
from the twelfth century revival move- 
ment led by Peter Valdo, a merchant in 
Lyons, France. It spread across southern 
France, Switzerland and the northwest 
of Italy. 

Today the Waldensian Church is the 
strongest Protestant denomination in 
Italy, with about 30,000 members, 95 
churches and 60 ministers. The church 
has a number of hospitals, children’s 
homes, old people’s homes and a theo- 
logical school in Rome. Missions have 
been set up in the Argentine, United 
States and Switzerland. 

Discussions have been taking place for 
some time concerning a possible union 
of the Waldensian and Methodist 
churches in Italy. 





‘Let Us Stick to It’ 

The Church of England’s ban against 
the remarriage of divorced persons has 
been upheld by Dr. Geoffrey Francis 
Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

He told the Convocation of Canter- 
bury it had been the practice of the 
Church for 20 years not to remarry 
divorced persons in churches. 

“If we all agree that for practical 
purposes that is the only policy the 
Church can follow, then let us stick to 
it,” the Anglican Primate said. 

A plea that parish priests be given 
more discretion in the handling of prob- 
lems arising from remarriage after di- 
vorce was made by Dr. John L. Wilson, 
Bishop of Birmingham. 


National Effort 


A united evangelistic campaign for 
England in 1960 has been approved by 
the Free Church Federal Council. 

The Rev. F. P. Copland Simmons, 
ex-moderator, said the original plan was 
to confine the campaign to the north of 
England, but that it had been expanded 
to embrace the entire country. 

He said the effort would be reminis- 
cent of the Simultaneous Mission organ- 


ized by the Council in 1901. 





Also discussed by the Council at a 
recent meeting was the creation of a 
United Free Church of England. “If we 
do not unite now,” said the Rev. Tom 
Bevan of the Seaham Methodist Circuit, 
“the day is not too far distant when the 
Free Churches will lose their sense of 
mission and drift into the Church of 
England.” 

Reaction of the Free Church press 
was not enthusiastic. The Methodist Re- 
corder said, “If the Free Churches have 
no more vitality than to drift into the 
Anglican Church through mere flabbi- 
ness, or to save the miserable remnants 
of their quaking souls, they would not 
be worth having as a gift.” 


‘Verge of Treachery’ 


Dr. Eivind Berggrav, retired Bishop of 
Oslo and former Primate of the State 
Lutheran Church in Norway, has called 
for a halt to the growing contacts be- 
tween western churches and the Russian 
Orthodox Church. 

Bishop Berggrav charged that the Rus- 
sian Church “subordinates itself to a 
godless State.” He contended that west- 
ern churchmen who participate in official 
visits to the Russian Church and join in 
its worship services “place themselves on 
the verge of treachery to Christian justice 


and faith.” 


Words with Power... 


>» “The freedom of man is under attack 
today by three forces—communism, so- 
cialism and materialism—and any one 
can enslave human reason. To many, 
freedom means largely self-indulgence.” — 
The Most Rev. Philip M. Hannan, 
auxiliary Bishop of Washington, D. C. 

> “Communists exceed us by their zeal 
and strong convictions. Today’s Christian 
has light but no heat. The materialist 
has heat but no light.”—Dr. Joseph L. 
Hromadka, Czech Protestant theologian. 

> “Science is one agent that in the last 
three centuries has been showing that 
virgin birth is possible.”—Dr. Edward 
McGrady, former chief of the biological 
division of the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion at Oak Ridge, Tenn., and now pres- 
ident of the University of the South at 
Sewanee, Tenn. 


Church Climate Changes 

Writing in his diocesan ieaflet recent- 
ly, Dr. William Greer, 54-year-old Bishop 
of Manchester, said: 


“I am sometimes asked whether I see 





any signs of what is called a spiritual 
revival in England. I am sorry to say 
I do not; not after the manner in which 
the multitudes were turned from un- 
belief to faith in the days of John Wes- 
ley . . . What I do see is a slow but 
unmistakable return to the Church, or 
perhaps it would be better to say an 
increase in real church membership, 
since not a few of those I have in mind 
have never openly professed the Chris- 
tian faith before. 

“During the last few years, adult con- 
firmations have substantially increased, 
and in most parishes congregations are 
noticeably larger.” 

The change in the climate of British 
church life has been dated by most 
observers from the Billy Graham Greater 
London Crusade of 1954. 

A new evangelistic spirit has been seen 
in all the churches. The Church of 
England recently set up a Commission on 
Evangelism, with the official backing of 
the Church Assembly. 


Digest... 


> Church of England and Church of 
Scotland (Presbyterian) representatives 
“made progress” in series of talks at Edin- 
burgh on church unity. Fellowship dis- 
cussions between two Churches instituted 
in 1932, suspended two years later and 
resumed in 1950. 

> Two of four Protestant leaders, sen- 
tenced to life imprisonment by Bulgarian 
Communist Court in 1949, pardoned. 
Identified as the Rev. Vasil Ziapkov and 
the Rev. Nikola Mihailov. 

> Church building in Soviet Zone of 
Germany at ‘virtual standstill for lack of 
funds, reports Dr. Oskar Soehngen, vice 
president of Evangelical Union Church. 

> Five-week advertising campaign to 
increase church attendance launched in 
Stockholm with large ads in all daily 
newspapers. 

> Mothers in Polish village near Cra- 
cow boycott local school . . . no religious 
instruction. 

> Bishop Otto Dibelius of Berlin, head 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany, 
invited to visit Communist China. In- 
vitation extended by members of Chinese 
delegation at congress of East German 
Christian Democratic Union. 

> Dr. John A. Mackay of Princeton, 
N. J., president of World Presbyterian 
Alliance, warns that “resurgent confes- 
sionalism” may develop in such a way. as 
to “wreck” the ecumenical movement. 
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Biggest News Story 

The biggest religious news story today 
is that “prayer is at work in our nation,” 
United States District Judge Luther W. 
Youngdahl of Washington, D. C. asserted 
recently. 
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He said “hard-headed business men 
and “political politicians” are making re- 
ligion work in their every-day lives. 

“Prayer is at work in the home, at the 
workbench, in the office, in the factory, 
and in our nation’s capital thousands are 
starting each day in the office with 















































prayer.” 





Many business and governmental lead- 
ers have come to see, he said, “that the 
real world crisis has a lot to do with hu- 
man relations, and when you get to 


























human relations you are on the thresh- 
hold of religion. 

















“Only a dedicated spirit to prayer and 
religious conviction in the lives of indi- 
vidual people will save this country and 
the world.” 


can worship in a limited number of 
churches, but had no freedom of religion. 

“We live in a mixed-up world,” he 
said, “but Christ is the answer to al] 
problems.” 

Freedom Differences 

Christianity faces an increasing threat 
from foreign “isms,” along with “creep- 
ing, insidious materialism,” Dr. Theodore 
F. Adams of Richmond, Va., president of 
the Baptist World Alliance, said in an 
address to 2,000 at the Festival of Faith, -, with recommendations * 
sponsored by the Greater Miami Council its benevolent giving in 1958. 
of Churches. 

“If we win in the war of ideas, it will 
be by love, sacrifice and devotion to 
Christian principles,” he said. 

Dr. Adams pointed out the difference 
between freedom of religion and freedom 


of worship. In Russia, he said, the public 


$25,000,000 Budget 

The 2,700,000-member United Luth- 
eran Church in America is considering 
adoption of a record $25,000,000 budg- 
double 


Delegates to the recent convention in 
Harrisburg, Pa., were asked to extend the 
continent-wide evangelism effort of the 
Church’s 4,400 congregations for the 
next two years with an additional budge- 
tary cost of $135,000. 
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In an address to the 13th Biennial Con- 
gress of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 


Investigate Standard 


















































Standard provides an effective combination of attractive, 

colorful, true-to-the-Bible literature for every Sunday 

School. There’s a choice of lessons, Uniform and Graded, 

| for every age group from Nursery to Adult, plus vitally 
interesting weekly papers. . . . Also a quarterly maga- 

zine designed to link more closely the home with 

; the church. 

{ 

| 

i 


Your classes deserve the very best—give them Standard 


true-to-the-Bible literature. Use coupon to send for 





of North and South America, he said: 

“Moral principles are simple and can 
be easily stated, but applying these prin- 
ciples is immensely difficult. Those who 
guide us spiritually do not have the time 
to study these other (political) problems 
to determine the applicability of these 
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principles to a given situation. It is easy 
to reach wrong judgments.” 





Rodeo and Religion 

The air was super-charged with re- 
spect for Roy Rogers and his wife, Dale 
Evans, at the state fair in Des Moines, 
Iowa, this year. 

Never were so many thousands of 
people more silent and attentive as the 
popular parents encouraged families “to 
worship together, pray together, play to- 
gether, and then stay together.” 
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Many children followed their sincere 


Classes plea to attend Sunday School. 
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Digest... 

> Radio stations in many parts of na- 
tion cancelling programs sponsored by 
evangelical groups. Dr. James DeForest 
Murch, president of National Religious 
Broadcasters, said action result of Na- 
tional Council of Churches’ statement 
opposing sale of air time. National Asso- 
ciation of Evangelicals and NRB adopt 
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resolution saying National Council “does 
not speak for all Christians of America.” 

> Opening of mission field in Ethiopia 
approved by American Lutheran Church 
_, . General Commission of Chaplains 
to expand work among young adults in 
service. 

> Protestant churches in America 
facing critical shortage of 25,000 minis- 
ters . . » Meditation and prayer room at 


United Nations headquarters being en- 
larged and beautified. 


> Budget of $8,125,074 for 1957 
adopted by Southern Baptist Foreign 
Mission Board . . . Churches in Amer- 
ica and Canada burning at rate of more 
than 12 a day. Large percentage of fires 
accidental . . . Twenty-five ministers 
from Presbyterian Church, U. S. A., 
conduct October preaching mission in 
Alaska... 


> Jalopy raids, parties and ‘simple wit- 
nessing paying off with thousands of 
decisions from Colorado to Pennsylvania. 
Called “Youth Missions to Youth.” 


>» Dr. Henry F. Schuh, president of 
American Lutheran Church, calls upon 
members to stop shunning political of- 
fice. “There are those Christians who 
fail to think of themselves as salt. They 
prefer to be saints and withdraw from 
the problems of the world and operation 
of government . . . Salt only serves its 
purpose when its characteristics are used.” 


> “Wonderful results” reported in 
Louisville Crusade of Billy Graham. 
Overflow attendances nightly, with thous- 
ands of decisions. 


> Organ, used in Republican National 
Convention, donated to Mrs. Eisenhower. 
She, in turn, presented to Fitzsimons 
General Hospital, where President was 
treated after heart attack . . . New York 
Board of Education adopts statement pro- 
viding for teaching of moral and spiritual 
ideals in New York City public schools 
. . . Judges and lawyers join in special 
service to pray for God's blessings on 
New York’s courts of justice. 

>» Week-long Bible reading marathon 
conducted in Euclid Church at Cleve- 
land, Ohio, for dedication of new $220,- 
000 building. “They now see it as a com- 
plete book rather than a few favored 
passages,” said the Rev. Fred K. Bernlohr. 


> Navigators sending largest mission- 
ary group overseas this fall and early 
spring, reports director Lorne Sanny . . . 
British and Foreign Bible Society dis- 
tribute 361,355 volumes of Scripture 
in 74 languages in Canada during year. 
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A New Book 


ammuiaiiil By 
+ RICHARD C. HALVERSON 


1 
(| ristial The limitless spiritual 

3 frontiers of the 20th 
Maturity century will be taken 
L = only by a fresh dem- 
* onstration of genuine 
Christianity evidenced 
in the lives of mature 
Christians. From the 
opening words of 
Chapter 1, “Food For 
The Fed Up” to the 
closing words of Chapter 5, “How To Be 
Yourself,” the reader is exposed to positive 
and forceful spiritual teaching 





Dr. Louis H. Evans says... 


For a day of weary humanism, this book is 
a virile recommendation of the power of God 
to create and sustain . . . it takes early truths 
and gives them a contemporary meaning. 


The Author 


Now Associate Director of International 
Christian Leadership . . . Formerly, Minister 
of New Life, First Presbyterian Church of 
Hollywood. 


At Your Bookstore 
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S32 PURPOSE 


By Mrs. Charles E. Cowman 


The author of “Streams in the Desert” 
here uncovers the secret sources of her 
own fruitful life. These sixteen chapters 
under such headings as ‘God Needs You’, 
‘Not Overwork but Overflow’, ‘Unfailing 
Springs’, ‘Fear Not’, "PRAISE Changes 
Things’, etc. are brimming with personal 
experiences, incidents, illustrations, 
sound counsel and teach- 2 

ing easy to remember 
for use and appli- 
cation when need 
arises. 
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obs in Review 


HONEST CRITICISM 
The Triumph of Grace in the Theology 


of Karl Barth, by G. C. Berkouwer. 
Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
1956. $4.95. 

The Triumph of Grace is a readable 
book, a veritable triumph of clarity in 
style and thought. Dutch barbarisms — 
the misplaced “already,” the excessive 
use of “over against,” the Germanic 
adjectival phrases, such as “the in 
Christ historically realized rejection of 
the chaos” (p. 249) —are infrequent. 
The thought proceeds without confusion. 
One always knows precisely what Berk- 
ouwer means. The obscurities are all 
Barth’s. 

The theme of the volume opens with 
the question as to whether or not Barth 
has seriously altered his earlier theologi- 
Has there been a break in his 
Has he 
been won to optimism after a period of 
Has he become 


cal views. 
thought, or is it continuous? 


Wwar-weary pessimism? 
more orthodox? 

Through several chapters Berkouwer 
argues that while there have been vari- 
ations in emphasis, and even one or two 
retractions of unfortunate phraseology, 
the triumph of God’s grace is the single 
and continuous motif. 

With chapter eight Berkouwer's crit- 
icism begins. As his exposition is marked 
with great care, so too his criticism is 
scrupulously honest and _ restrained. 
Barth’s paradoxical and even unintellig- 
ible language tempts an author to see 
contradictions where none may be. Or, 
possibly the contradictions are really 
there. But Berkouwer never presses 
minor difficulties. There are, however, 
some major questions, 

With full acknowledgment of the fact 
that Barth espouses many biblical themes 
and is usually a more sober judge of the 
same than others of the neo-orthodox 
school, Berkouwer clearly states the gen- 
eral principle that an emphasis on grace 
does not ipso facto insure a fully Scrip- 
tural theology. Marcionism, Romanism, 


| and antinomianism have also spoken of 


grace. Therefore, with respect to Barth 
one must ask: What sort of triumph does 
he proclaim? What is the enemy over 
which the triumph occurs? What are the 
means of the triumph? Four chapters 
are used to answer these questions. 

If Barth says that grace triumphs over 
sin, one must note that for Barth sin is 


not defined in terms of divine law. Sin 
is pride or autonomy; it is absurd and 
inexplicable; it is the “No” which is the 
reverse side of God's “Yes.” Sin is a 
mystery, not because we cannot explain 
it, but because it is “ontologically im- 
possible.” Sin in the nature of the case 
cannot be; man cannot be godless; sin is 
a violation of the inviolable grace of God. 
When this view is combined with the 
theme of triumph, a triumph already 
complete, Berkouwer naturally asks 
whether Barth has not made the preach- 
ing of the Gospel useless and the struggle 
against sin empty. 

Then too, the completeness of the tri- 
umph, in the emphatic terms Barth uses, 
leads to universalism. Yet Barth rejects 
universalism. At the same time he asserts 
that every man is both elect and repro- 
bate. But if every man is both, and if 
all synergism is radically denied, how 
can universalism be logically avoided? 
Barth objects to the Remonstrants, who 
made redemption universal but limited 
grace’s effectiveness by a human cooper- 
ation. Yet, concludes Berkouwer, Barth 
has adopted a position that differs from 
the Remonstrants more in words than in 
thought. Barth, says Berkouwer, stands 
at the crossroads: either he should accept 
universalism and the uselessness of the 
Gospel, or he should reconsider his posi- 
tion on sin and election. 

An appendix of 10 pages is added on 
the “Problem of Interpretation.” It is 
in effect a criticism of Professor Cor- 
nelius Van Til. In the words of Baltha- 
sat, Van Til’s interpretation of Barth is 
“completely grotesque.” Berkouwer adds 
that Van Til neglects “an elementary re- 
quirement of scholarship” with his “un- 
warranted interpretation.” And worse, 
Van Til expounds orthodoxy in such a 
way that “I cannot recognize the features 
of the real Reformed orthodoxy.” This 
reviewer shares Berkouwer’s evaluation 
of Van Til’s critical abilities, but on the 
points under discussion he cannot see 
that Van Til’s departures from the Re 
formed faith are quite so serious as Berk- 
ouwer seems to believe. 

Gorpon H. Crark 


GRAHAM IN ASIA 
To the Far Corners, by George Burnham. 


Revell, Westwood, N.J., 1956. $2.00. 
This new book by George Burnham, 


converted Chattanooga newsman, is 4 
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stirring close-up of Billy Graham in 
action on his recent trip through India, 
Thailand, the Philippines, China, For- 
mosa, Japan and Korea. Burnham’s on- 
the-spot report is vivid, colorful, inform- 
ing and full of action. As the reader 
travels swiftly with Billy and his party 
around the world, he receives the indel- 
ible impression that divine providence 
prepared the way and sustained the evan- 
gelist everywhere, that the Holy Spirit 
moved in a New Testament pattern, and 
that the simple preaching of the Word 
of God produced the same notable re- 
sults in Asia as in other lands. 

Every chapter closes with direct quota- 
tions from Billy Graham’s diary. These 
reveal the dedication, spiritual drive, and 
mental alertness of the man. The re- 
viewer was particularly impressed by the 
chapter, “Frightening Reaction,” which 
describes the threatening mob violence 
in the crowd of 40,000 people in Palam- 
cottah, India, when one of the amplifiers 
failed. “Billy prayed, ‘Oh God, stop 
the noise; quiet the people now.’ Imme- 
diately a deathlike hush came on the 
crowd and it became the quietest, most 
reverent meeting we have had in India. 
It was like the breath of God had sud- 
denly fallen” Cp. 53). At the invitation 
4,000 people surged forward when there 
were only 400 counselors to care for 
them. 

The report of Billy’s interviews with 
Nehru of India, Madame and General 
Chiang Kai-shek, and Prime Minister 
Hatayoma of Japan, gives a better under- 
standing of these leaders. Billy’s own 
reasons for his success, why he has not 
yet gone to Russia, why he thinks his 
ministry may be brief, and what he 
preaches are all given here. 


F. D. WuiresELi 


INTOLERANT 
Religious Freedom in Spain, by J. D. 
Hughey, Jr. Broadman, Nashville, 1955. 
$3.00. 

A discussion of religious freedom in 
Spain is in point precisely because it has 
been so frequently and significantly lack- 
ing in that country. The reason for oppo- 
sition to religious freedom in Spain has 
not been an anti-religious feeling, but a 
strong concern for Catholic unity. This 
accounts for a kind of religious oppression 
in the name of religion. 

Catholicism, with its claim to being the 
only church and the only authoritative 
teacher of truth, is in principle intolerant 
of all other religious institutions and 
teachings. It is successfully intolerant, 
however, only where it holds a large 














“One of the finest and most informing books on 
Karl Barth ever published .. . a classic in theological 
interpretation.” 


—Dr. William A. Mueller 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 


THE TRIUMPH OF GRACE IN THE 
THEOLOGY OF KARL BARTH 


G. C. Berkouwer 


This unsurpassed study by the distinguished professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology at the Free University of Amsterdam demen- 
strates how the central theme of Karl Barth’s theology functions 
in the whole of his dogmatic system and throughout his volumi- 
nous writings. The serious student of theology today will not 
ignore this book. 414 pages; $4.95. 


THE CHAOS OF CULTS 
J. K. van Baalen 


New, enlarged and revised edition! All new type; entirely 
new format! Here are the up-to-date facts on all the major cults 
with new chapters on Buchmanism and Swedenborgianism, plus 
amplification of “The Issue Defined.” Here in one complete, 
high value volume is the latest data on Mormonism, Jehovah's 
Witnesses, Unitarianism and Modernism, Spiritism, Theosophy, 
Rosicrucianism, Christian Science, Unity, Baha’ism, Seventh-Day 
Adventism, Anglo-Israelism—at the low New Edition Introduc- 
tory price of only $3.50. Order your copy today. 


As of January 1, 1957 the price of this 409 page book will be $3.95. 


SECOND THOUGHTS ON 
THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 


F. F. Bruce 


Of exciting interest to every student of today’s religious scene, 
carefully documented and ably written, this work by England’s 
highly qualified evangelical scholar is a reflective, authoritative 
study of the Dead Sea Scroll discoveries, claims and speculations 
which you cannot afford to miss. $2.50 


THE GOSPELS: 
AN EXPANDED TRANSLATION 


Kenneth S. Wuest 


For years to come there will be nothing to compare to this 
new translation which gives the full English equivalent of the 
Greek text of the Gospels in modern speech, giving the reader 
a complete grasp of the actual phrasing, tense, style and intent 
of the evangelists’ narratives. $3.50 


At your bookstore, or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 
GRAND RAPIDS 3, MICHIGAN 
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enough balance of political power to im- 
pose its own religious pattern on a people. 
In Spain the greatest measure of alliance 
between Catholic Church and State has 
been achieved, and it is here that Catholi- 
cism has obtained political preference to 
the prejudice of evangelical churches. 
Dr. Hughey, Professor of Practical 
Theology at the Baptist Theological Sem- 
inary in Ruschlikon-Zurich, Switzerland, 
and for four years a missionary in Spain, 
gives a competent, thoroughly docu- 
mented, and enlightening account of the 


changing fortunes of evangelical religion 
in this Catholic-dominated country. The 
origins of Catholic unity are traced to the 
reconquest of Spain from the Moham- 
medan Moors by Christians, a process 
which resulted in a fusion of religion and 


nationalism. Hughey traces developments 
through the rise of liberalism, the es- 
tablishment of religious freedom in vary- 
ing degrees, and periodic reaction, cul- 
minating in the current reaction under 
General Francisco Franco. 

This story indicates that free-thinkers 
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have been very active in the struggle fo 
religious freedom, a fact which provides 
a Catholic argument against the granting 
of it. The enforcement of an official re- 
ligion, however, will rather encourage 
irreligion. In any event, the Gospel of 
God cannot be bound, and even in Spain 
there is religious tolerance. This is no 
doubt the saving factor for Spain and 
even for Spanish Catholicism. Religious 
freedom, as Hughey observes, best serves 
a whole people, and best serves the cause 
of religion, including the Catholic. 


GrorcE Stops 


5,524 GREEK WORDS 
Greek-English Concordance to the New 
Testament, by J. B. Smith, Herald, Scot- 
dale, Pennsylvania, 1955. $12.75. 


The sub-title of this volume, “A Tab- 
ular and Statistical Greek-English Con- 
cordance Based on the King James Ver- 
sion with an English-Greek Index,” in- 
dicates rather clearly its functions and 
scope. As this description suggests, the 
volume, while basically a Greek con- 
cordance, has been prepared with the 
needs of English readers chiefly in view. 
The Index lists over 9,700 English trans- 
lations of the 5,524 Greek words given 
in the Concordance, and by means of 
numbers which identify the tables where 
the Greek terms are found in the Con- 
cordance, makes it possible even for the 
reader of the New Testament who does 
not know any Greek to take advantage 
of the information supplied by the Con- 
cordance. ‘That interest centers largely 
in the King James Version also appears 
from the fact that in the Concordance 
there is a tabulation of its various English 
renderings of the individual Greek 
words. The volume is also of value to 
the Greek scholar, however, because the 
tabular arrangement not only easily and 
quickly discloses the comprehensive use 
of a word, but also its frequency of usage 
and its distribution in the several books 
where it appears. 


Most Greek scholars will regret the 
fact, however, that the Concordance has 
been based upon the Textus Receptus of 
the 16th century rather than upon a mod- 
ern Greek Testament such as Nestle’s. 

Students of the Bible who will make 
regular use of this Concordance will 
without doubt feel amply rewarded and 
will be grateful for the indefatigable 
labors of the author. No tool is more 
indispensable to the responsible and con- 
scientious student of Scripture than 4 
concordance. For concordances in gen- 
eral, and this one in particular, owe 
their origin to the conviction that sure 
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results in the area of interpretation are 
possible only if linguistic usage is con- 


sulted. In the case of the study of the 
Bible the biblical usage is obviously of 
primary interest and pertinence. In this 
connection, moreover, it is often highly 
significant to distinguish the usage of 
one author from that of another and even 
the usage in one book from that of an- 
other of the same author. The question 
of the frequency of the usage of a par- 
ticular word may also be meaningful as 
one considers the breadth of the basis 
provided for the consideration of the 
meaning of the term in any particular in- 
The distinctive features of the 
Concordance of J. B. Smith, accordingly, 
add substantially to its usefulness as an 
aid to interpretation. Readers of the 
Greek New Testament as well as of the 
King James Version may use this volume 
to great advantage in acquiring a more 
exact knowledge of and even fresh in- 
sights into the meaning of Holy Scrip- 


ture. 


stance. 


Nep B. StonEHOUSE 


PROPITIATION 
[he Apostolic Preaching of the Cross, by 
Leon Morris. Eerdmans, Grand Rapids, 
1955. $3.50. 

Central in Christian preaching both 
vesterday and today is the Cross. What 
is the message of the Cross? Modern bibli- 
cal theology has raised questions which 
profoundly affect the preaching of the 
Cross. Does the biblical concept of the 
blood of Christ mean life shared or life 
sacrificed in death? Does the death of 
Christ effect only expiation of sin or does 
it also propitiate God? Can a God of love 
be also a God of wrath? Does reconcilia- 
tion have to do only with man, or is there 
a sense in which God must be reconciled? 
Does justification involve a subjective ele- 
ment? If it is objective and forensic, can 
such a doctrine play an essential role in 
biblical theology? 

The contemporary study of theology 
has suggested answers to these questions 
which deviate from the answers given 
by the Reformers and classical Protestant 
orthodoxy. Wrath is said to be unworthy 
of a loving God who has no need to be 
reconciled to men. Propitiation of deity 
is a pagan and therefore unchristian, or 
at best subchristian, concept. Christ's 
death cannot be construed as sacrificial 
and propitiatory but as the outpouring 
of his life that men may share its bless- 
Ings. 

Here is a long-overdue study cham- 
pioning the traditional interpretation by 
the Vice-principal of Ridley College, 





Melbourne, Australia. It is not, however, 
merely a remouthing of old shibboloths, 
but a fresh, competent linguistic and ex- 
egetical study which follows the method 
made familiar by Gerhard Kittel’s massive 
theological dictionary. Dr. Morris has al- 
ready gained wide scholarly recognition 
in Great Britain by the publication of 
some of this material in The Expository 
Times, The Journal of Theological Stud- 
ies, and The Evangelical Quarterly. 

Of outstanding significance is the bear- 
ing of Morris’ study on the propitiatory 
character of Christ’s death. The exegetical 
conclusions of C. H. Dodd have so widely 
prevailed at this point that renditions of 
the K.J.V. and the A.V. at Romans 3:25 
have been changed in the R.S.V. from 

“propitiation” to “expiation.” Probably the 


average layman is unaware that this | 


change inv olved a basic divergence in the 
concept of God himself. Morris fully rec- 
ognizes the mezit of Dodd’s work in dis- 
sociating the biblical teaching from pagan 
ideas of “celestial bribery”; but he suc- 
cessfully demonstrates that Dodd has gone 
too far in eliminating any idea of pro- 
pitiation. Morris employs the same tech- 
nical, philological methodology as that 
used by Dodd in his influential The Bible 
and the Greeks. In fact, he demonstrates 
that Dodd’s conclusions are inadequate 
because his very methodology needs cor- 
rection. 


GeorceE E. Lapp 


CHRISTIAN EXISTENTIALIST 
Kierkegaard Commentary, by T. H. 
Croxal. Harper, New York. $5.00. 

Those interested in the thought of 
Soren Kierkegaard will find real help in 
Dr. Croxall’s book. He gives a lucid 
survey of the contents of Kierkegaard’s 
writings. The whole picture of the life 
and labor of the great “Christian Exis- 
tentialist” stands out in bold relief in this 
work. 

Croxall writes from the point of view 
of one who has deep sympathy with 
the object of his research. 
hoped that as thorough a study of Kierke- 
gaard as that found in this book may 
soon be written by some one committed 
to the historic Christian faith. Some- 
thing approaching this will soon be made 
available’ by the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Publishing Company. In a book 
to be titled Modern Thinkers, the evalu- 
ation of Kierkegaard’s philosophy by 
Prof. S. U. Zuidema, of the Free Uni- 
versity of Amsterdam, will be made avail- 
able to English readers. Meanwhile, we 
are grateful for Croxall’s book. 


Cornetius Van Tit 


It is to be | 
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Religious Thousht 


America’s and Europe’s religious jour- 
nals, Catholic and Protestant, are today 
full of fascinating contents. On the 
whole, they deal constructively with cru- 
cial issues that confront the contemporary 
Naturally, 
many articles are controversial. We 
would not expect it otherwise in a broken 
world like ours. Sharp disagreements 
among thinkers are often the cutting 
edge of newly emerging ideas. It is both 
sobering and healthy when our Chris- 
tian faith is subjected to intense scrutiny 
by friend and foe. The latter frequently 
stab us more awake than the former. 
Did not Jesus warn that “the children 
of the world are often wiser than the 
children of the light”? 


€ Just now 


religious and secular mind. 


desegregation of public 
schools is uppermost in the American 
mind. Passion is running high, while 
Asia and Africa and our European and 
Latin American friends are probing the 
depths and range of our moral integrity. 
While all over our land revivals are in 
full swing, riots also agitate many of our 
communities. Where the apostle Paul 
preached there were, to be sure, often 
revival and riot side by side. But the riot 
grew out of the revival, that is, out of the 
preaching of the whole Gospel for the 
whole man. Our American community 
riots, however, seem utterly unrelated to 
the Gospel and its dynamic. Instead they 
erupt out of attitudes and traditions 
rooted in our sinful past. 

Life magazine (Oct. 1, 1956) pre- 
sents an article on the race issue by 
Billy Graham. The famous evangelist 
clearly focuses the problem in the con- 
text of the Christian’s love of God and 


neighbor: 


The Bible requires neighbor-love along- 
side the love for God, and neighbor- 
love strikes far deeper than what 
usually passes today as ‘an end of 
segregation’ and ‘community integra- 
tion’. The Christian layman must 
speak out against the social ills of 
our times, but he must be careful to 
speak with the voice of the biblical 
prophets and apostles and not in the 
spirit of secular and socializing views. 


We are happy to note that Graham 
unequivocally states that “the Bible 


38 © 


speaks strongly against race discrimina- 
tion.” Woefully he admits that Chris- 
tians as a whole have not been exem- 
plary in their racial attitudes. “Indeed, 
it is the tragedy of 20th century Chris- 
tianity . . . that such secular influences 
as military desegregation, sports and tele- 
vision have done more to combat racial 
prejudice than many churches.” True 
neighbor-love, Graham siresses, “flows 
from the regenerate life alone.” Yes, if 
Christians live in the power and spirit 
of the Gospel! No, if Christians, despite 
their professions, are bound by social 
mores and traditions which they all too 
easily identify with a Gospel falsely un- 
derstood! Graham pleads for a recovery 
of the dynamic of the Holy Spirit, “the 
power that turns the social patterns up- 
side down.” But before that power can 
become manifest, must we not seriously 
repent of all that has gone into our tragic 
racial situation in the United States? 
For none of us, north and south, is with- 
out guilt in this matter. Would that 
genuine repentance would sweep through 
our land for this evil thing that began 
in slavery and ends in debauching race 
riots!) Then God, who is no respecter 
of persons, might heal our hurt. 


{ The Baptist Student (April, 1956), a 
Southern Baptist journal, through Roy 
Eckhardt cries “Down With This New 
Religion!” What is that new religion? 
Answer: success story religion, juke box 
religion, Hooray religion! “There is 
nothing in true Christian faith to promise 
success.” Following Christ more often 
means hardness, a rugged road of self- 
denial, or even martyrdom. God is not 
the ally of our sinful or even idealistic 
ventures. He is not a means to human 
ends but we are to be means to His eter- 


nal ends. Well spoken! 


€ The conversation between Jew and 
Christian is today in full swing. Think 
of Joseph Klausner, Hans Joachim 
Schoeps, Sholom Asch or Martin Buber, 
profound Jewish thinkers of our day who 
reveal a rapport with the deepest religious 
thinking in Christendom. This conver- 
sation must continue on ever higher 
levels. 

A Christian believer may learn much, 
for instance, from an article by Robert 


Gordis in Judaism (Summer, 1955) un- 


der the title “The Temptation of Job: 
Tradition versus Experience.” The 
writer sets into sharp relief the tremen- 
dous conflict that raged in Job’s soul be- 
tween accepted tradition of the group and 
personal experience of the individual. 
Job dared to challenge his accuser friends 
steeped as they were in a venerated tra- 
dition in which suffering inevitably was 
the consequence of sin. In the end of 
the struggle, Job is chastened and his 
friends see the light of new truth, namely 
that suffering may be part of our human 
discipline or a divine warning, lest we 
become too secure in our religious imag- 
inations. And withal the mystery of 
faith remains. “What cannot be com- 
prehended through reason must be em- 
braced in love.” 

€ Katsumi Matsumura in an article in 
The Japan Christian Quarterly (April, 
1956) searchingly writes about “Chris- 
tianity and Modern Thought in Japan.” 
The land of the rising sun is afflicted by 
“surplus of thought” rather than “pov- 
erty of thought.” The author points out 
that “the principal tendencies of thought 
in Japan are Marxism, existentialism, and 
nihilism,” but none of these has taken 
root to any depth. Chronic poverty en- 
courages both resignation and revolu- 
tionary tendencies. The lack of perse- 
vering in any one way of thinking in 
modern Japan Matsumura sees as “the 
chief reason for the loss of faith of the 
common people.” 

The Christian missionary in Japan 
must grapple with these thought currents 
and heed the author's warning against 
the effort to evangelize quickly. Jesus 
might have aimed at the rapid spread of 
His Gospel in His own day. Instead He 
dealt patiently both with the many and 
the few. He was never in a hurry. 
€ An encouraging note is found in an 
editorial in the Texas Standard of recent 
date: “The editor does not believe that 
Southern Baptists should affiliate with 
the National Council of Churches, but 
he does believe that most denominational 
bodies affliated with it are Christian 
bodies.” Thank you, Dr. James, for this 
sensible word. Wur11am A. MuBLLER 





This review of live spiritual and moral 
issues debated in the secular and religious 
press of the day is prepared sucessively 
for CurisTiantry Topay by four evangel- 
ical scholars: the Rev. Phillip Hughes 
of England, Prof. William Mueller of 
the United States, Prof. G. C. Berkouwer 
of the Netherlands, and Prof. John H. 
Gerstner of the United States.—Ep. 
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(1) New “family automobile policy” protection Yes |] No 
(2) Insurance with other non-drinkers only Yess] No 
(3) Low starting rates—with possible additional savings up to 25% Yess O No 
on Preferred Risk’s Merit Reduction Plan 
PLUS— 
Plus (1) Payment for Personal Effects stolen from car—up to $100 Yes [| No 
Plus (2) Waiver of Attorney’s Fees and court costs for suit to Yes FT| No 
recover for damages to your car 
Plus (3) Payment of Emergency Transportation Expense up to $25 Yess (1 Nog 
Plus (4) Payment of Emergency Road Service charges up to $25 Yes (| No 
Plus (5) Payment of Emergency Road Service charges while Yes (|) No 
driving other cars : 
Plus (6) Collision coverage on Temporary Substitute Automobile Yes () No 
Plus (7) Full Limits Death Benefit (up to $2,000 per person) under Yes [|] No 
Medical Payments Coverage on insured and/or spouse 
Plus (8) Waiver of depreciation on new car Yes O Nog 
Plus (9) Waiver of Deductible when collision is with another Pre- Yes (|| NoOGQ 
ferred Risk policyholder. (Not applicable in Illinois) 
Plus (10) Waiver of Notice of Mortgage Yes ] Nog 
Plus (11) Waiver of Right to Repair Yes O No 
Plus (12) Payment of premium for Bail Bonds up to $5,000 Yes |] Nog 
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SOMETHING MISSING! 


+ 


ee trehon — ACT NOW — USE THIS COUPON & 


PREFERRED RISK f=——————_ 





MAIL THIS COUPON NOW (Ne Obligation) 
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Occupation We. of Cars in Household 2 
Make of Cor Year We. of Cylinders + 
Po 
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MUTUAL INSURANCE CO. Stuy ip: miteal Gam 


Use of Car: (5 Pleasave — (_) Besiness — () Te and From Work ......____Miles One W. 






































ay 
“America’s First Total Abstainers Circle Owner w of Vile Cor——— > | anene | aor — oe aus 
Automobile Insurance Company” Give coquested tnfermatiion | 9 = 

DRIVERS OF AUTOMOBILE | «..» : 

Married? 
6000 GRAND AVENUE f ee PREFERRED Ff 
KL ai 

DES MOINES 12, IOWA THOSE WO BO? 


oo = ti ee ee 


6000 Grand Ave., Des Moines 12, lowa 


America’s First Total Abstainer’s Automobile Insurance Co. 


sc is 


RESULT: a more effective 
Audio-Visual program for you 


The basic factors in this equation are familiar to religious film 

users across America. The Billy Graham Film Organization offers 
films proved effective in presenting the dynamic impact of Spirit-led 
evangelism. The Great Commission Film Company adds the skill 

of dedicated Christian technicians. The result is World Wide 
Pictures; a new organization equipped to distribute efficiently the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Films, and to produce additional films 
whose method and message you can depend on, 


available NOW on a RENTAL BASIS 


These outstanding films are yours to use at an established rental price 


MID-CENTURY CRUSADE BATTLEGROUND EUROPE 
MR. TEXAS THE MIGHTY FORTRESS 
OIL TOWN U.S.A. SUNDAY ON THE RANGE 
SOULS IN CONFLICT THE SILVER SHIELD 
LONDON CRUSADE 


FREE complete catalog ready for you= 
Write today! 


WORLD WIDE PICTURES 
BOX 2567T HOLLYWOOD 28, CALIF. 


WORLD WIDE PICTURES se oni nat dae oe 





